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The Biſhop of Salisbury's Speech in 
the Houſe LoR ps, 2 


HE Council for the Priſoner did ſo plainly and 
} fully yield all that any Loyal Subje& has ever pre- 


tended to, that in Caſes of extream Neceſſity, Selt- 

defence and Reſiſtance were Lawful, and that this 
was the Caſe at the Revolution; that it may not be neceſſary 
to ſay any thing further on this Head, if it had not been that 
the Evidence they brought ſeemed to carry this Matter much 
further, and that the Priſoner himſelf allow'd of no Exception, 
in Caſes of Neceſſity. And ſince it is grown to be a vulgar 
Opinion, That by the Doctrine of the Church of England, 
all Reſiſtance in any Caſe whatſoever, without Exception, is 
Condemn'd; I think it is incumbent on me, who have Exa- 
min'd this Matter long and carefully, to give you ſuch a clear 
ry re of this Point, as may as fully ſatisfie you as it did my 
ſelf. : 

I ſerved in the Revolution, and promoted it a'l I could. I 
ſerved as Chaplain to the Late King: I had no Command, and 
carried no Arms, but I was ſo far engag'd in it, that it I could 
ſee that I had gone out of the Way in that (and the many Up 
and Downs we have gone thro” ſince, has given much Occa- 
ſion to reflect on that TranſaQion) I ſhould hold my ſelf un- 
worthy to appear longer, either in this Habit, or in this Arcat 
Aſſembly: But ſhould think my ſelf bound to paſs away the reſt 
of my Life in Retirement or Sorrow. [here is nothing more 
certain in Religion, than that we ought to repent of every 
Sin we have committed; and that we cannot truly repent, un- 
leſs we repair and reſtore, as far as it is in our Power, 

I go now to give you the Account of the Doctrine of our 
Church in this Particular. In the Times of Popery it was a 
Tenet, built upon Biſhops ſetting the Crown on the Heads of 
Princes, and Anointing them, that they held their Crowns of 
the Church, and at the Pope's Mercy; who had for about co 
Years got into the Claim of depoſing them, and giving their. 
Dominions to others, in caſe they were Hereticks, or the Fa- 
vourers of them. But the Reformation being in its firſt begin- 
ning protected by the Princes of Germany, ,by the Kings of the 
North, and then by the Kings of Euglaud; they came every 
where in Oppolition to the Papal Notions, to lay that Kings 
had their Power from God : Not that they meant, that they 
had any Diſtinct Authority beſides the Law ofthe Land derived 
to them from God; but that by HS Laws of God, _ Au- 

2 thorm 


Fi 
b 


[ 4 ] 


thority of the Lew of the Land, was ſecured to them. Fo; 
when a different Authority from that of the Law came to be 
pretended to, and to be grounded on theſe general Expreſſions, 
that received here a Parliamentary Cenſure, and it was then de- 
clared that the Laws of Religion in the Scripture did only eſta- 
bliſh the ſeveral Conſtitutions and Governments that were in 
the difterent Parts of the World. 

The Occaſion that the Apoſtles had to write what we find 
in their Epiſtles, with relation to Government, was this; The 
Jews had a Notion among them from a Paſſage in Deateronomy, 
that they were only to ſet a King over them, One from among 
their Brethren, and not a Strauger. From whence it is, That 
to this Day they do not think they are bound in Conſcience to 
Obey any Magiſtrate, who is not one of their Nation. Now 
the firſt Converts to Chriſtianity being Jews, the Apoſtles took 
care that they ſhould not bring this dangerous Notion with 
them into the Chriſtian Religion: But they did not meddle to 
determine where this Authority was lodg'd, that was to be ga- 
ther'd out of the ſeveral Conftitutions : They did not determine 
how much was due to the Emperor, and how much to the 
Senate: And tho'/not long after thoſe Epiſtles were writ, the 
Senate condemned Nero to dye More Majorum, to be whipt 
to Death; none of the Chriſtians interpoſed in that Matter. He 
prevented that infamous Death by his own Hands: And the 
Primitive Chriſtians reckon'd it one of the Articles of the Glory 
1 their Religion, that their firſt Perſecutor came to ſuch an 

-nd 

Not long after that Trajan was fam'd for that memorable 
Expreſſion, when he deliver'd the Sword to the Governours of 
the Provinces, as the Emblem of their Authority, he us'd theſe 
Words, Pro me, ſi merear in me; For me, but if I deſerve it, 
ene me. That did not weaken his Authority: His good 
Government with that of his Succeſlors for above 80 Years, 
being the greateſt and happieſt time the Romans had, under their 
Einpcrors. This Word was put on King James the Firſt's Coin 
in Scatlaud: It is true, that was during his Minority; but when 
he after wards changed his Motto, the Coin was not call'd in, 
but continu'd Current till the Union. 

The Primitive Chriſtians had no Laws in their Favour, but 
many againſt them: So their patient ſuffering ſo many Perſe- 
cutions according to the Laws of the Empire, under which they 
liv'd, was conform to the Doctrine laid down by the Apoſtles. 
When they came afterwards to have the Protection of Laws, 
they claim'd the Benefit of them, not without great Violence, 
when they thought an Infraction was made on thoſe Laws: 
Which broke out into great T'umults, in many of the chief 
Cities of the Empire, not excepting the Imperial City it _ 
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But to proceed with the Hiſtory of our Church : When the 
Articles of Religion were ſettled, the Books of the Apocrypha 
were indeed declar'd not to be a part of the Canon of the 
Scripture, but yet to be uſeful for the Example of Life, and 
the Inſtruction of Manners. A great Part of theſe are the Books 
of the Maccabees, which contain the Hiſtory of the Jews ſha- 
king off the Yoke of the Kings of Syr:a, when they were broke 
in upon by a total Overthrow of their whole Law, and an 
unrelenting Perſecution. Mattathias a private Prieſt began the 
Reſiſtance, which was carried on by his Children, till they 
ſhook off the Syrian Yoke, and formed themſelves into a free 
Government, under the Family of the Maccabees, It were 
eaſie to ſhew that the Jews had been for above 400 Years 
ſubject, firſt to the Babylonian, then to the Perſian, and at laſt 
to the Erecian Empire: So that by a long Preſcription they 
were Subjects to the Kings of Syria. It were eaſie alſo to 
ſhew that this Reſiſtance was foretold by Daniel, in Terms of 
high Commendation, and is alſo mention'd ih the Epiſtle to 
the Hebrews, as the Work and Effect of their Faith. If then 
all Reſiſtance to illegal and barbarous Perſecution, is unlawful; 
theſe Books contain nothing but a Hiſtory of a Rebellion, and 
all the Devotion that runs through them, is but a Cant, and 
inſtead of reading them as Example of Life, and Inſtruction of 
Manners, we ought to tear them out of our Bibles with De 
teſtation. I ſhall afterwards ſhew what uſe was made of theſe 
Books, not only by private Writers of our Church, but by 
what the whole Body in Convocation was about to determine. 

The next Step to be made, is, to conſider the Homilies : 
The Second Book of Homilies, which has the Homilies in 
it againſt Wilful Kebellioz, is generally believed to have been 
compos'd by Biſhop Jewell, who was by much the beſt Writer 
in that time. It is certain, he underſtood the meaning of them 
well: Now I will read you two Paſlages out of his Defence 
of his Apology for the Church of Exglazd; from whence we 
may clearly gather what his Notion of Rebellion was, and that 
he thought a Defence againſt unjuſt and illegal Violence was 
not Rebellion. In one place he has theſe Words; 

The Nobles of Scotland neither drew the Sword, nor attempted 
War againſt the Prince: They ſought only the Contiuuance of 
God's undoubted Truths, and the Defence of their own Lives againſt 
your barbarous and cruel [nvaſions: They remember d, be % A all 
other Warnings, your late Dealings at Vally, where great Num- 
bers of their Brethren were murder d, being together at their Prayers 
in the Church, helding up their Innocent Hands to Heaven, and 
calling upon God. In another place he writes, Neiz#her do any 
of all theſe (Luther, Melanchthon) teach the People to rebel againſt 
their Prince: But only to defend themſelves by all lawful Means 
againſt Oppreſſions, as did vo againſt Saul, ſo do the Nobles 
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iz France a this Day, they ſeek nit to kill, but to ſave their us 
Lives. 

Theſe Paſſages ſhew that he looked on Rebellion to be a 
violent Riſing againſt a Prince executing the Laws, which Was 
the Caſe of the Three Rebellions in England that they had in 
view: That in K. Heury the VIIIth's, in K. Edward's, and in 
Q. £1;2aberh's Time, where the Papiſts took Arms 17 fe their 
Frince, who was executing Laws made in Matters o Religion, 
and that with a great Gentleneſs. Of the Eleven Paſſages quo- 
ted by the Priſoner out of the Homilies, Five plainly relate only 
to the Coereing the Perſon of the Prince, in which David is ſet 
in Oppoſition to thoſe Rebels, now though he indeed defended 
himſelf, yet he had a juſt and ſacred Tenderneſs to the Perſon 
of aul, when he had him in his Power, which is certainly Sa- 
c:ed by our Conſtitution. Five of them relate to Wicked Princes. 
It was never pretended by any who pleaded for Neceſſary De- 
tence, that the bad Life of a Prince can be a juſt Cauſe of Re- 
ſiſtance: Yet that was then pretended ; for K. Henry VIII. had 
given too much occaſion to reckon him a Wicked Prince. So 
there is only one of all the Paſſages quoted from thoſe Homi- 
lies, that relates ſimply to Rebellion in general: And it has ap- 
pear'd what Biſhop Fewell's Senſe of the Matter was. There is 
allo a Prayer at the end of every Diviſion of the Homily againſt 
Wiiful Rebellion, (and by the by Wilful was not put in the Title 
for nothing) for thoſe oppreſſed by Tyranny in other Parts, that 
they might be relieved, and that thoſe who were in fear of their 
Cruelty might be comforted. 

Let us next look through Q. Eli aberhs Long and Glorious 
Reign, and ſee what was the conſtant Maxim of that time. 

The Year after the Queen came to the Crown, the War in 
Scotland broke out between the Queen Regent that Govern'd 
by Commiſſion, from her Daughter then Queen of France, and 
the Lords in Scotlaud. She, to obtain the Matrimonial Crown 
to be ſent to Frances the 11d. gave Aflurances for the Exerciſe 
of the Reformed Religion; but that Point being gain'd, ſhe 
broke all her Promiſes, and reſolved to force them to return to 
the Exerciſes of the Popifh Religion. Upon which the Lords 
of Scotland formed themſelves into a Body, and were calted the 
Lords of the Congregation. Forces were ſent from France to 
 allilt the Queen Regent; upon that Q. Elizabeth entred into an 

Agreement with the Scozzifh Lords, and ſent an Army to their 
Aſſiſtance, which continued in Scotland till all Matters were {et- 
tled by the Pacification of Leib: And in a Manifeſto, that I have 
in my Hands, ſet forth 25 Years after that, I find Her reflect- 

ing on that Interpoſition in the Affairs of that Nation, with 
great Satisfaction. 

The Year after this War was ended, upon Frances the IId's 
Death, Chartes the IX th, who was a Child , inecongey in 
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Hance. Edicts were granted in favour of the Proteſtants: 
Theſe were oon after broken by the T'riumvirat, and upon that 
follow'd a Series of Wars often pacified, but always breaking 
out again, by reaſon of the Violence and Cruelty of the Go- 
vernment, All theſe Wars, till Henry the LVth was ſettled on 
the Throne, were in a Courſe of 28 Years, that which ſome 
would call Rebellion, being carried on againſt two ſucceeding 
Kings, Yet the Queen was in all that time till aſſiſting them 
with Men and Money. 

In the Year 1568. the Provinces in the Netherlands threw off 
the Spaniſh Yoke, that was become intollerably ſevere and cruel; 
The Queen for ſome Years aſſiſted them more covertly, but 
when the Prince of Orange was kill'd, and they were in danger 
to be over-run, ſhe took them more openly into her Protecti- 
on; and by the Manifeſto which I have in my Hands, She pub- 
liſhed the Grounds upon which She proceeded. She laid down 
this for a Foundation, That there had been an Ancient League 
not only between the Crown of Ezgland, and the Princes of the 
Netherlands, but between the Subjects of both Countries, under 
their Seals interchangeably, for all Friendly Offices. I this 
was a good Reaſon for the Queen's giving Aid to the Oppreſſed 
People of the Netherlands, then if the Caſe had been reverſed, 
that the People of England had been illegally and cruelly op- 
preſſed, it furniſhed the Princes of thoſe Provinces withas good 
a Reaſon for aſſiſting them. In this Aſſiſtance given the States, 
the Queen perſiſted till the End of Her Reign; nor was this 
only done by the Court, but both Parliaments and Convoca- 
tions granted Her ſeveral Aids to maintain theſe Wars: And 
in the Preambles of thoſe Subſidy Acts, the Queen's Proceed- 
ings in thoſe Particulars were highly approv'd and magnity'd. 
Bilſon Biſhop of Wincheſter, and ſeveral other Writers in that 
time, juſtified what ſhe did; and not one that J ever heard of, 
cenſured or condemned it. 

Upon King Fames's coming to the Crown, the firſt great 
Negociation was for a Peace between Spain and the United 
Provinces; which laſted ſeveral Years. The States infil}ed on 
a Preliminary, That they ſhould be Acknowledged Free, So- 
vereign, and Independent States; the Spaniards would not yield 
to this, nor would the States recede from it. Some here in 
England began to ſay, They were Form'd in Rebellion, and 
ought not to carry their Pretenſions too far: Upon that, King 
James ſuffer'd a Convocation to meet; and a Book of Canons, 
with relation to the Supream Authority, was prepat'd; iu 
which , tho” the Authority of the Prince, even when he be- 
comes a Tyrant, is carried very far; yet the Caſe of the 
Maceabees is Stated; and, it was determined, That when 
a new Government, tho' begun in a Revolt, is come to 4 
thorow Settlement, it may be owned as Lawtul. King Fames, 
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who was jealous enough of the Regal Authority, yet did not 
like their carrying theſe Matters ſo far: He order'd the Whole 
Matter to be let fall ſo entirely, that there is not a Word of 
it in the Books of Convocation : But Archbiſhop Sancroft 
tound this Colle&ion of Canons at Dzrham, under Dr. Ove- 
rall's Hand, which he Copicd out, and Licenſed the Book a 
few Days before he fell under his Suſpenſion. I ſoon ſaw that 
it had a Relation to the Affairs in Holland: For the Dutch de- 
lighted to compare their firſt Beginnings to that of the Jews 
in Autiochus's time: They compared King Philip to Antichys 
Epiphanes, and the Prince of Orange to Judas Maccabens, 
But I faw much clearer into the Matter by an Original Letter 
of King James, which a worthy Gentleman ſent me. I knew 
his Hand well, the Letter is in Print; but I will read ſome 
particulars out of it. It is directed to Dr. Abbot, atterwards 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury. It begun with Cenſuring ſome Po- 
ſitions concerning a King in Poſſeſſion, the ſame with our 
Modern Term of a King de facko: He goes on in theſe Words, 
My Reaſon of calling you together, was to give your Fudgments, 
how far aChriſtian an a Proteſtant King, may concar to Aſſiſt his 
Nerghbours 10 ſhake off their Obedience to their gun Sovereign, 
upon the Account of Oppreſſion, Tyranny, or what elſe you like to 
name it. Iu the late Queen's Time, this Kingdom was very free in 
Aſſiſtag the Hollanders both with Arms and Advice; and none of 
your Coat ever told me, that an) ſcrupled about it in her Reign. 
Upon my coming to England, hon may know it came from ſome 
of your ſelves to raiſe ſeruples 2 this Matter; yet I never took 
any notice of theſe ſcruples, till the Affairs of Spain and Holland 
forced me to it. IcalPd my Clergy together, to ſatisfie not ſo much 
me, as the World about us, of the Fuſtneſs of my owning the 
Hollanders az zhis time. This f needed not to have done, and 
you hade furced me to ſay, Iuiſb I bad not. He reflects on thoſe 
who had a great Aver ſion to the Notion of God's being the 
Author of Sin, which plainly Points at Dr: Overall, who was 
the firſt Man of Note 2mong us, that Oppoſed the Calviniſts 
Doctrine of Predeſtination ; yet he ſays, They had gone to the 
Threſhold of it, by ſaying, That even Tyranny was God's Authority, 
and ſhould be Keverenced as ſach, He concludes, Theſe were 
edg d Tools, and that therefore they were to let them reſt. Here 
is a full Account of King James's Thoughts of this Matter, 
which was then the chief Subject of Diſcourſe all Europe 
over. He had Twelve Vears before this, ſnewed on an Emi- 
nent Occaſion, that he owned the States, when he Invited them 
in the Vear 1593. to Chriſten his Eldeſt Son, Prince Heury. 
They were ſenſible of the great Honour done them by it; and 
tho they were then but . they ſent an Embaſſy, with a 
noble Preſent of Gold Plate, to Aſſiſt on that Occaſion. This 
Negociation ſtuck for ſeycral Years, the Spaniards refuſing to 
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,wn them in expreſs Words: The Temper found was, they were 
treated with. (Zamguam) as with Free States; and the Matter 
went no further at that time, than a Truce for ſome Years, 
which was Concluded in the Year 1609, This lets us ſee, That 
the Words in King Fames's Speech that Year to his Parliament, 
were not chance Words that fell careleſſy from him, A King 
leaves to be a King, and degenerates into a Tyrant, as ſoon as he 
leaves off to Govern by Law : In which caſe the King's Conſcience 
may ſpeak to him, as the poor Woman to Philip of Macedon, Either 
Govern by Law, or aol to be a King. 

There is another eminent Inſtance towards the End of that 
Reign, that ſhews what the Senſe of our beſt Divines was in this 
Matter: When the Archbiſhop of York's Son and Mr. Wadſ- 
worth had changed their Religion in Spain, Wadſworth writ 0- 
ver a bold Defence of that; and among other Things, Charged 
the Reformation with Rebellion. This was Anſwer'd by one 
of the beſt Books of that Time, writ by Dr. Bedell, Dedicated 
to the Prince of Hales, who afterwards Promoted him to a 
Biſhoprick. His» Words on this Head are full : I will read 
ſome of them. Do you think Subjects are bound to give their 
Throats to be cut by their Fellow-ſubjedts, or to their Prince, at 
their mere Wills, againſt their own Laws and Edits? You would 
kzow quo jure the Proteſtants Wars in France and Holland, are 
juſtified. Firſt, The Law of Nature, which not only alloweth, 
but incliueth and inforceth every living Thing to defend it ſelf 
from Violence. Secondly, That of Nations, which permitteth thoſe 
who are in the Protection of others, to whom they owe no more 
than an honourable Ackuowledginent, in caſe they go about to 
make themſelves abſolute Sovereigns, and to uſurp their Liberty, 
to Reſiſt and Stand for the ſame, And if a Lawful Prince, who 
is not yer Lord of his Subjects Lives and Goods, ſhall attempt to 
deſpoil them of the ſame, under colour of reducing them to his own 
Religion, after all humble Remonſtrances, they may ſtand upon 
their own guard, and being aſſailed, reſiſt Force with Force, as 


ſtanding, the Perſon of the Prince himſelf ought always to be Sa- 
cred aud Inviolable, as was Saul to David. No- Commentary is 
wanted here. 

My Lords, You ſee how this Matter ſtood during King 
Fames's Reign. In the firit Year of King Charles's Reign, Gro- 
tius's Book de Jure Belli & Pacis, was Fribliſhed at Paris, De- 
dicated to the King of France, while France was under the Ad- 
miniſtration of the wiſeſt and moſt jealous Miniſter of the laſt 
Age, Cardinal Kzchlzex. In that Book, in which he aſſerts the 
Rights of Princes with great Zeal, yet he enumerates many 
Cates, in which it is Lawful to Reſiſt, particularly that of a 
total Subverſion: And that Book is now all Europe over in 
the higheſt Reputation of any Book that the Modern Ages 
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mavoidable Neceflity forced that King to call a Parliament, the 
n, 2 Wikia! Effects of thoſe Councels broke out terribly. I know ma- 
al iy fancy, that the War is to be charged on the Principles of 
was W6cif-dctence : They are much miſtaken. I had occaſion to ſee 
great Way into the Secret of that time, when I examin'd the 
ro- papers relating to the two Dukes of Hamilton. I knew a great 
deal more ſince from two Perſons of unqueſtionable Integri- 


der y, who knew the Secrets of that time, the Lord Hollis, and 
be dir Harbottle Grimſtone ; but all receiv'd a full Confirmation, 
2 when I found it agreed perfectly with the noble Account given 
2 by the Earl of Clarendon. 


No Body dreamt of a War, nor had they any Principles 
leading to it. But there was an unhappy Train of Accidents 
that hindred Matters from being brought to a Settlement, even 
while the King was granting all they could deſire. Stories 
were carried by Perſons about both the King and Queen, of 
words let fall, that made them conclude, there were ſtill ill 
Deſigns on foot, againſt the Laws that were then paſſed. But 
that which brought all to a Criſis, was the Diſcovery of a Ne- 
gociation, to engage the Army to declare againſt the Par- 
lament. Whoſoever compares the Depoſitions in Kuſh worth, 
with the Aecount given of that Matter by the Earl of Claren- 
don, Will ſee there is a great deal more in the one, than the 
other is willing to believe ; though he acknowledges they had 
both Coring's Evidence, and Piercy's Letter with them. I will 
not take it upon me to determine, whether they believ'd too 


believed all that was in the Depoſitions, and a great deal more: 
For Goring being continued in the Government of Poriſmouih, 
and his Father being advanced from being a Baron to be 
an Earl, and Pzercy's being made a Lord, and Maſter of the 
Horſe to the P. of Wales, made them conclude they had ſup- 
preſſed a great deal, inſtead of ſaying more than was true. 
This ſtuck deep in their Hearts, and' at laſt fatally broke 
out in the Demand of the Militia, that brought on the War, 
which I do own was plainly a Kcbellion, becauſe a Force was 
ofter'd to the King, not to defend themſelves from an unjuſt 
ee or illegal Grievances, but to extort a new. Law from 
im. 
Thus the true Occaſion of the War, was a Jealouſie, that a 


was ſtill unhappily kept up, by a fatal Train of Errors in every 
ſtep that was made. The great Concuſſion that the War gave 


| Conduct of 15 Years had given too much ground for; and that 


the Nation, and the barbarous Effuſion of ſo much Blood, eſpe- 
{ cially of the Royal Blood of that Bleſſed KIN G, had at laſt a 
| happy, though a late Concluſion in the Reſtoration: And it's no 
wonder, it ſuch a Series of T ragical Events, begot a general 
Horror at the Occaſion of them. But then it was, that had it 

not 


much, or the Earl of Clarendon too little. It is certain, they 


(12 ] 
not been for the Firmneſs of the Earl of Clareudon to his Englij 
Principles, the Liberties of the Nation had been deliver'd up. 

It is to his Memory, that we owe our being a free People: 
for he with his two great Friends, the Duke of Ormond, and 
the Earl of Southampton, check'd the forwardneſs of ſome who 
were deſirous to load the Crown with Prerogative and Revenue. 
He ſtopt all this, which being afterwards odiouſly repreſented 
brought on him that great and laſting, but honourable Diſgrace. 
The Earl of Southampton, whoſe Death went a little before his 
Fall, and perhaps haſten'd it the ſooner, ſaid to many about him, 
that he was a true Proteſtant, and an honeſt Eugliſhman; and 
that the Nation would feel the Effects of his being removed, 
whenſoever it might happen. 

That Lord, in the great Settlement after the Reſtoration, 
would carry things no tarther, than to repeal what had been 
extorted by the Tumults ; and in the matter of the Militia- 
Act, and the Oaths relating to it, all was more cautiouſly 
worded, than is commonly underſtood T'o the Word Com- 
miſſion d by the Ning, ſome indeed moved, that the Word 
Lewfully might be added, to make all plain. This was preſy'd 
in the Houſe of Commons by Yazghaz, afterward Lord Chief 
Juſtice of the Common-Pleas. The Attorney General, after- 
wards Lord Chancellor Nottingham, anſwer'd, That was not 
neceſlary ; for the word Commiſſion imported it; ſince, if it 
was not Lawfully iſſued out, to Lawtul Perſons, and for a 
Lawful Reaſon, it was no Commiſſiun; and the whole Houſe 
aſſented to this; yet in the Houſe of Lords, the ſame word 
Lawfully was prefied to be added by the Earl of Southampton, 
who was anſwer'd by the Earl of Angleſey to the ſame pur- 
poſe, with what had been ſaid in the Houſe of Commons. 
He indeed inſiſted to have the word added, becauſe it would 
clear all Difficulties with many, who not having heard of the 
Senſe given in both Houſes, might tancy, that any ſort of Com- 
miſſion being granted, it would not be Lawful to reſiſt it. He 
did not prevail; for it was ſaid, T hat this Explanation being 
the Senſe of both Houſes, it would be ſoon ſpread and known 
over the Nation. In this Senſe, it is certain, that it is not 
Lawful to take Arms againſt any ſo Commiſſion'd by the King; 
for that were to take Arms againſt the King's Commiſſion in 
the Execution of the Law, which is certainly a Reſiſting the 
Ordinance of God, which whoſoever do, they ſhall receive to 
themſelves damaation. 

It was no wonder, if after ſuch a War, the Doctrine of Nox- 
Reſiſtance was preach'd and preſs'd with more than ordinary 
Warmth, and without any Exceptions; yet ſome {till kept theſe 
in view; ſo did both Dr. Falkzer and my ſelf; and I know ma- 
ny others had them always in their Thoughts, tho? they did not 
think it neceſſary to mention them. | 


I found 


UE). 

I found the ill effects, that the carrying this Matter ſo far, 
had on the Mind of that Unfortunate Prince, King James; for 
in the Year 1673, when he was pleas'd to admit me to much 
free Converſation with him, among many other things, I told 
him, it was impoſlible for him to Reign in quiet in this Na- 
tion, being of that Religion; he anſwer'd me quick, Does not 
the Church of England maintain the Doctrine of Noz-Reſeſtance 
and Paſſive Ohedience? I begg'd of him not to depend on that; 
for there was a diſtinction in that matter, that would be found 
out when Men thought they needed it. I now come to tell 
your Lordſhips, how right I judged. —- 

It is true, they paſsd a very pompous Decree at Oxford 
16$3. but you ſhall hear how long they ſtood to it. In Sum- 
mer, 1686, the Prince of Orange was pleas'd to receive me 
into his Service with à particular Confidence. Soon after the 
Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſion was ſet up, and upon ſome Proceedings 
before that Board, he was deſir'd from England to break with 
King James upon that Head. I oppoſed this, and ſaid, I was 
convinced, that Commiſſion was againſt Law, and would have 
ill effects, but it did not ſtrike at the whole. This was more 
warmly preiled upon the Proceedings againſt Magdalene Col- 
lege. I ſtill ſtood to my ground; and told both Prince and Prin- 
cels, That if a Breach ſhould follow on theſe Matters, I could 
not ſerve. When indeed the Declaration was publiſh'd a ſecond 
time, with a Reſolution to have it carried through; and that 
many Laws were diſpenſed with at pleaſure; and Perſons who 
were under legal Diſabilities, were made Judges, Sheriffs and 
Magiſtrates; all whoſe Actings were ſo many Nullities: Then 
I thought here was atotal Subverſion of our Conſtitution ; which 
from being a Legal one, was made precarious, ſubject to mere 
Will and Pleaſure. So 1 was ready to ſerve in the Revolu- 
tion. 

Some Days after we came to Exeter, Sir Edward Seymour | 
came thither, and he preſently ſent for me: When I came to | 
him, he asked me, Why were we a Rope of Sand, and had 
not an Aſſociation? 1 ſaid, Becauſe we had not yet a Man of 
his Weight to begin the Motion: He ſaid, I we had not one 
by to Morrow, he would leave us before Night. I preſently 
ſaw a Noble Duke now in my Eye, and acquainted him with 
this; He went to the Prince, who approving of it, an Aſſo- 
ciation was prepar'd, and laid on the Table next Morning; 
and was after that Signed by all who came to wait on the } 
Prince. Three days after we left Exeter, a Head of a College | 
came to the Prince, to invite him to come to Oxford, aſſuring 
him, that the Univerlity would declare for him. He went as 
near it as Abingdon, but then the ſudden Turn of Affairs at 
| London obliging him to haſte up, the Aſſociation was ſent | 
- thither, and was Signed by the Heads of the Colleges, and ! 
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many others there; ſome doing it in a particular Warmth 0 
Expreſſion, and ſaying, That their Hearts, as well as thei 
Hands went with it. Upon what Diſappointments or Othe 
Views, I cannot tell, this Contradiction to their famed Decree 
five Year after it was made, ſeem'd to take another Turn back 
to it again; and the Notion of a King de facto, which is but 
a ſofter, Word for an Uſurper, came in Vogue. 

The Parliament, to prevent the ill Effects of that, ſtudied 
to ſecure the Government, Firſt, by an Aſſociation, and then 
by an Adjuration. I, who was always againſt every thing that 
might break in upon Conſcience, was for making theſe only 
voluntary; but they were Enacted, and they were generally 
taken. A Noble Lord on the Earls Bench, procur'd me the 
Sight of a Letter, that went about to perſuade the taking the 
Abzjuration, that he had from a place where he believed it had 


its Effect; where I found this Diſtinction, That the Abjuring 


any Right whatſoever that the Pretender might claim, was 
only meant of a Legal Right, and that it had no Relation to 
Birth-Kight, or to Divine Right. This agreed, with a Report 
that went then current, That a Perſon, in a great Poſt, ſent 
a Meſlage to an Honourable Gentleman, who would not take 
the Abjuration, that if he had an half Hours Diſcourſe with 
him, he doubted not to be able to convince him, that he might 
take the Abjuration, without departing from any of his Prin- 
ciples. Towards the End of the laſt Reign, a bold Attempt 
was made on the King's Supremacy, by an Incendiary, who is 
ſuppoſed to have no 1mall Share in this Matter now betore your 
Lordſhips : But the Attack on the Supremacy being liable to a 
Premunire, it was turn'd with much Malice, and manag'd with 
great Frevarication againſt the Biſhops, who adhered firmly to 
their Duty to the King. How great a Lisjointing that has 
brought en this Church, is too viſible all the Nation over, and 
it tends to carry on the wicked Deſign of diſtracting the Church, 
and undermining the Government. 

Ey the time the Queen was on the Throne, or ſoon after, 
the Rehearſal began to be ſpread over the Nation, two of them 
a Week, which continu'd for ſeveral Years together, to be 
Publiſh'd without Check or Controul; It was all thro* one 
Argument againſt the Queen's Right to the Crown ; That, tho? 
it was diverſified with Incidents and Digreſſions, was kept 
always in View. The Clergy were in many Places drawn 
into Subſcriptious for this Paper. This look'd like a Deſign 
long conniv'd at, to have the Queen's Title undermin'd: Be- 
ſides this, we had a Swarm of Pamphlets every Year to the ſame 
Purpoſe, and, as was believed, writ by the ſame Hand. One 
ſold at the Door of the Houſe, with the Title of King William's 
Exorbitazt Grants, did plainly call him an Uſurper ; and ſtarting 
an Objection againſt the Queen's poſſeſſing the Throne, gave 
| | it 


[ 15 


it this Anſwer, That ſhe did well to keep it till ſhe could 
deliver it up to the Righteous Heir. At that time thcre was 
quick Proſecution of a Paper publiſh'd, with the Title of 7 he 
Shorteſt Way with the Diſſenters; and upon that, I brought 
that Pamphlet to a great Miniſter, and offer'd to ſhew him 
this "— in it, to ſee if there ſhould be a Proſecution of this 


Order'd. He turned from me; ſo whether he heard me or not, 
cannot tell: I am ſure, if he ſays he did not, I will believe 
him. No Proſecution follow'd, and the Rehearſal went on. The 
Clergy in many Places, met at a Coffee-Houſe on Saturdays, 
to Read the Rehearſals of the Week, which had very ill Ef- 
fects in moſt Places. I know it may be ſaid, That the Queen's 
Learned Council ought to have look'd after theſe things: But 
we all know, that they ſtay till they receive Orders from the 
Miniſtry. The Courſe of that Treaſonable Paper has been now 
tor ſome time ſtopt, ſo we ſee there is ſome Change in the 
Miniſtry. —— 

But to compleat the Inſolence of the Enemies of the Queen 
and of the Proteſtant Succeſſion ; they had the Impudence to 
give it out, That the Queen ſecretly favour'd them: And as 
this, we all know, has been long whiſper'd about among us, 
ſo it was more boldly given out in Scotland, which oblig'd one 
of the Queen's Miniſters in that Parliament, in a Speech that 
was Printed, to contradict this treaſonable and diſhonourable 
Suggeſtion, that as ſome Divines would have it, that there was 
in God a Secret, as well as a Reveal'd Will, and that theſe 
might be contrary to one another; ſo they would faſten an Im- 
putation on the Queen, that while ſhe reveal'd her Will one 
way, the had a ſecret Will another way; which he ſolemnly 
affirmed to be falſe, and highly Injurious to the Queen. | 

While the Pamphlets and theſe Reports were thus ſet about, 
Mr. Hoadly thought that it became him to aſſert the Queen's 
Title, by juſtifying the Revolution, out of which it riſes. But 
what an Outcry was rais'd on this, that one durſt diſturb the 
Progreſs of a wicked Opinion, that was vilibly delign'd to 
overturn the Government: And yet he aſſerted nothing, but 
what the Council for the Priſoner did all fully and plainly own, 
That in the Caſes of extream Necefiity, an Exception to the 
Doctrine was to be admitted, and that that was the Caſe at 
the Revolution. Bf 

But as theſe Notions have been long let run among us; ſo 
they have appeared in a moſt violent and unguarded Manner, 
ever ſince the Attempt of the Pretender, and more of late, ſince 
the Preliminaries upon the Overtures for a Peace, ſeem to ex- 
tinguiſh their Hopes. What Sermons on this Head are preach'd 
in this City, at Afſizes, at Bath, and at many Cathedrals ? 
Furious Men fit themſelves with ſome hot Sermons, which they 
carry about from place to place, to poiſon the Nation. 708 
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has not only the viſible Effect deſigned by it, of ſhaking many 
in their Allegiance to the Queen, and in their adhering to the 
Proteſtant Succeſſion; but it has a curſed Effect on many others 
on whom this their Deſign does not ſucceed. i 

I am very ſenſible there is a great deal of Impiety and Inj- 
delity now ſpread thro” the Nation: This gives every good 
Mind all poſſible Horror; but I mult teil your a vn whe 
a great Part of it is founded; for ſince my Converſation with 
Wilmot, Earl of Rocheſter, I have had many Occaſions to dif. 
courſe with Perſons tainted with thoſe wicked Principles, and! 
do affirm it, that the greateſt Prejudice theſe Perſons have at 
Religion, at the Clergy, and at the Publick Worſhip of God, 
is this, that they ſay, They ſee Clergy-men take Oaths, and uſe 
all Prayers, both Ordinary and Extraordinary for the Govern- 
ment, and yet in their Actings and Diſcourſes, and of late in 
their Sermons, they ſhew viſibly that they look another way; 
from whence they conclude, They are a Mercenary Sort of 
People without Conſcience. 

I hope there are not many that are ſo corrupted and ſo ſcan- 
dalous : I am ſure I know a great many that are far otherwiſe, 
who Preach, Speak and Act as they Swear and Pray; but thoſe 
who act in another way, are Noiſie and Impudent, and ſo bring 
an Imputation on the whole Body; and unleſs an effectual Stop 
is put to this Diſtemper, it is not poſſible to foreſee all the ill 
Conſequences that may follow upon it. 

I have, I am afraid, wearied your Lordſhips; but I thought 
it was neceſſary, once for all, to enlarge copiouſſy on this Argu- 
ment: And now to come cloſe to the Article, and the Sermon, 
for I meddle not all with the Perſon of the Man; Whatever 

eneral Expreſſions might very well have been uſed, in ſetting 
Prth Paſſiue Obedience and Non-Reſiftance before the Revolution, 
becauſe odious Caſes ought not to be ſuppoſed, and therefore 
are not to be named; yet ſince Reſiſtance was uſed in the Re- 
volution, and that the late King invited all the Subjects to join 
with him, which was in them certainly Reſiſtance; and ſince 
the Lawfulneſs of the Revolution is ſo much controverted, the 
condemning all Xeſiſtance in ſuch crude and general Terms, is 
certainly a Condemning the Revolztion: And this is further ag- 
gravated from thoſe Limitations on our Obedience, in an Ac 
paſt ſoon after the Revolution, by which, in Caſe our Princes 
turn Papiſts, or marry Papiſis, the Subjects are in expreſs 
Words, diſcharg'd from their Allegiance to them. Certainly 
this puts an End to the Notion of Non-Reſiſtance in any Cale, 
or on any Pretence whatſoever: For theſe Reaſons, Ithink the 

firſt Article of this Impeachment, is both well grounded, and 

fully made ou. 
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My Lords, 


OME of this Bench are neceſſarily call'd up, by 
Words which fell from the Noble Lord who ſpake 
third in this Debate, who was pleas'd to mention 
among other ſtrange Things, Biſhops voting contra- 

ry to their Dottrines, The Opinions of ſeveral of the Re- 
verend Prelates have been read before your Lordſhips in 

IWeſtminſter-Hall: They were firſt quoted by the Coun- 

ſel for the Defendant, and by their Order read in ſuch a 
partial and unfair manner, that if I may be allow'd to 
uſe any other Author after the ſame way, to take a na- 
ked Propoſition out of his Book, and not conſider the Co- 
herence or Dependance of the Words how it may be ex- 
plain'd or limited in other Places, to read juſt fo far as 
may ſerve my Purpoſe, and ſtop when any thing follows 
that may ſet the Matter in a juſt Light, I dare under» 

take to make any Author ſpeak on which-cver fide of the 

(Queſtion I pleaſe. 

But the Managers for the Honourable Houſe of Com- 
mons did Juſtice to thoſe Reverend Prelates by obliging 
the Cler& to read other Paſſages in their Books, which 
clearly explain'd their Opinions; and ſo the only Purpoſe 
that was eventually ſervd by producing thoſe Quotations, 
was that which I fear was not intended, the vindicating 
thoſe Reverend Prelates from the uncharitable Imputati- 
on of having aſſerted a Doctrine in their Writings which 
they had contradicted by their Practices, in relation to 
the Revolution, and the Government founded upon it. 


I hope to be able to reconcile the Vote which I ſhall © * 


give, with the Opinion which I have always been of, 
ee, B 2 and 
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and which having not been produced below, I ſtand up 
to give it your Lordſhips here, being far from cenſuring, 
far from entertaining the leaſt diſreſpectful Thought of 
any that ſhall differ in Opinion from me. | 

[ own the Subject now in Debate, is a matter of great 


Conſequence, and of great Nicety and Tendernels ; and 


that he, who ſhould preſume to entertainycurLordſhips 


upon it, ought to be better qualified, and better-prepar'd 
than I am in other Reſpects, bur I will give place to none 
in thole that follow, viz. in delivering my (elf with that 
Reſpect and Deference which is due to this Houſe, that 
humble Diffidence which becomes a juſt Conſciouſneſs of 
my own Weaknels, and that Plainneſs and Sincerity which 
becomes that Character, which however unworthy of it, 
I have the Honour to bear; and then I am ſure I may de- 
dend upon your Lordſhips known Candor, Honour and 
Faltice. that if any thing ſhould fall from me leſs correct, 
or leſs guarded than it ought to be, it ſhall receive the 
moſt favourable Conſtruction that it is capable of. 
Before I deliver my Opinion, I beg leave briefly to 

ſtate the Queſtion, and in order to that to lay down two 
Premiſſes. 

1. That Government in general, was in its original 
Inſtitution, deſign'd for the good of the whole Body; 
Men were not form'd into Societies, only to be the Sub- 
jects of the arbitrary Wills, the ſlaviſn Inſtruments in the 
gratifying the Ambitious or other corrupt Deſigns, of 
any one or more Men; but for the Safety and Proſperity 
of the whole Community. 4 | 

2. That in the Holy Scriptures (as far as I can find) 
there is no Specification of any one particular Form of 
Government ro which all Nations and Bodies of Men, in 
all Times and Places ought to be ſubje&; nor are there 
ſuch exact Accounts of the Extent of the Power of the 
Governor, or Obedience and Submiſſion of the Govern» 
ed, as can reach to all Caſes that may poſſibly happen. 

There are many general Precepts requiring the Obedi- 
ence and Submiſſion of Subjects to their Governors: Let 
every Soul be N to the Higher Powers z You muſt needs 


be ſubject not only for Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience-ſi * 
ab ö Jar 15 


E 
He that reſiſts, reſiſts the Ordinance of God; And ſubmit 
4 ſe 94 to every human Conſtitution for the Lord's 
ake, &c. 

4 But yet theſe Scriptures do not tell us how far we muſt 
obey and be ſubject, nor do they neceſſarily imply that 
that there can never be any Caſes wherein we may not 
obey and not be ſubject, but reſiſt; becauſe there are o- 
ther Places inScripture, where other Duties are requir'd 
in Terms as large and general as theſe, nay in univerſal 
Terms, which yet muſt admit of Exceptions. 

Some of the moſt zealous Contenders for the abſolute 
Power of the Prince, and unconditional Submiſſion of 
the Subject, found themſelves very much upon the Fifth 
Commandment, Honour Thy Father and Mother, which 
they expound as comprehending Political as well as na- 
tural Parents, and I do not gain-(ay it: But then pray, 
my Lords, ler us fee. in what Terins the Duty of Chil- 
dren to their natural Parents is requir'd in Scripture : 
Children, ſays the Apoſtle, obey your Parents in all Things 
This Expreſſion is ſurely univerſal enough; and from 
hence, according to ſome Men's Reaſoning, it muſt fol- 
low, if Children muſt obey their Parents in all Things, 
then they may reſiſt in none. 

But will any Body ſay, that notwithſtanding the Uni- 
verſality of this Precept, there may not be ſome Excep- 
tions and Limitations underſtood, both as to the Active 
and Paſſrove Part of the Child's Obedience? As to the Active 
no one will deny, but the Command mult be reſtrain'd 
to Licita & Honeſta; they are not to obey in all Things 
ately, but in all things that are Lawful and Ho- 
neſt. ke 

And as to the Paſſve Part of the Child's Obedience, 
the Submiſſion or Non-reſiftance requir'd, permit me to 
par a Caſe. Suppoſe a Parent in a #hrenzy, in a Fir of 

runkenneſs or Paſſion, draws; his Sword and attempts to 
kill his innocent Son, and the Son has no way to eſcape 
from him; is he oblig'd by this Duty of no? Reſiſting, to 
ſtand {till and let his Father ſheath his Sword in his Bom- 
els? May he not, tho' he muſt {till have a care of his Fa- 

| ther's Life, defend his own? May he not put by the Pals, 
| ans Fs > grapple 
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grapple with his Father, and diſarm him if he can? My 
Lords, ſurely he may; That prime Law of Nature, of 
Self-Preſervation, will juſtific bim in it: And then why 
may not the ſame Law of Self-Preſervation juſtify the Po- 
litical Child, the Body of the People, in defending their 
political Life, i. e. their Conſtitution, againſt plain and 
avow'd Attempts of the political Parent utterly to de- 
ſtroy it? And it is upon this Point only that I ſhall 
ſtate the Queſtion. | 

I do allow, that in all Governments whatſoever there 
is an abſolute Power lodg'd ſomewhere. With us, as I 
humbly conceive, that Power is lodg'd in the Legiſla- 


ture; for which I have the Authority of a great Poli- 


tician and Stateſman, Sir Thomas Smith, who was Secre- 
tary of State to two Princes, K. Ew. 6. and Q. Eliz. who 
in his Book, De Republica Angl. a Book ſeen and allow'd 
as 1s ſaid in the Title-page, in that Chapter where he treats 
of our Parliaments, and the Authority thereof, lays down 
this Aſſertion, © The moft high and abſolute Power of the 
« Realm of England confiſtetb in the Parliament; and gi- 
ving particular Inſtances of that Power, among others 
mentions this, „ That the Parliament gives Forms of Suc- 
ce ceſſion to the Crown, | 
The Executive Power with us is lodg'd with the Prince; 
and ] do readily allow that the Prince ſo veſted with the 
Executive Power, and all others lawfully commiſſion'd 
by him, acting according to their Commiſſion, and with- 
in thoſe Laws, with the Execution whereof he and they 
are reſpectively truſted, are irreſiſtible: The Perſon of 
Prince is always inviolable: No perſonal Faults in him; 
no Injuries to particular Perſons, where they can have 
no Redreſs by Law, as in ſeveral Caſes they may have; 
no general Mate- Adminiſtration, whereby the Publick 
may be greatly hurt, can juſtiſie any forcible Reſiſtance 
of his Subjects; nor any thing elſe than a total Subver- 
ſion of the Conſtitution. : | 
But if in a legal Monarchy, where ſuch Laws have 
been enacted by common Conſent of Prince and People, 
as are to be the Meaſures of his Government, as well as 
of their Obedience, that limit his Power, as well as ſe> 
. % | | cure 
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cure their Rights and Properties, the Prince ſhall change 
this Form of Government into an abſolute Tyranny, ſet 
aſide thoſe Laws, and ſet up an Arbitrary Will in the room 
of them; When the Caſe is plain, and when all Appli- 
cations and Attempts of other Kinds prove unſucceſsful; 
If then the Nobles and Commons join together in Defence 
of their Ancient Conſtitution, Government and Laws, I can- 
not call them Rebels. Allow me, my Lords, to lay be- 
fore you a few Things in maintenance of what I have 
advanced. And, 

1. I would humbly offer ſome Facts, which I allow 
do not directly prove what I have ſaid to be true, but 
ney do prove it to have been the Opinion of our Princes, 
Parliaments, Clergy and People in the Reigns of thoſe 
three great Princes, Q. Elizabeth, K. James and K. 
Charles I. J mean the Afiſtances which thoſe Princes gave 
to the Subjects of other Countries that were reſiſting their 
reſpective Princes; and to enable them to do ſo, they 
had Subſidies given them in Parliament and Conoocation---, 
and there were Prayers compos'd and uſed for the Suc- 
ceſs of their Arms. 

Surely, my Lords, if thoſe Princes, Parliaments, Clergy 
and People had been of Opinion, that the Refiſtance of 
Subjects againſt their Princes, was in no caſe lawful, but 
always damnable Rebellion; they would never by aiding 
and aſſiſting ſuch Rebels have involv'd themſelves in the 
Guilt, and expos'd themſelves to the dangerous Conſe- 
quences of ſuch a Sin. I mention not the particular Sto- 
ries, becauſe they are better known to your Lordſhips than 
to me, and becauſe I doubt not but in the Courſe of this 
Debate, ſome Lord or other will give a larger Account 
of them; but I cannot forbear obſerving one thing rela- 
ting to that Aſſiſtance, which that pious Prince, and 
now glorious Saint in Heaven, K. Charles I. gave to the 
Roc hellers, who were ſurely the Subjects of the King of 
France; he order'd a Faſt by Proclamation, and appoint- 
ed a Form of Prayer to be drawn up for the imploting 
of God's Bleſſing. It is highly probable that. Biſhop 
Laud had the great Hand in compoſing thoſe Prayers, he 
being then Bithop of London, and in great Favour, and 
| B 4 the 
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Theophilus, and a Jeſuit whom he calls Philander. 1 beg 


me jy | 

ve to ¶ leave to read a Quotation out of it. Theophilus the Chriſtian 
Lora gays, I bigie not my ſelf in other Mens Commonwealths as 
ate], WM hon (the Feſuits) do, neither will I raſbly pronounce all that 
| thes reſiſt, to be Rebels : Caſes may fall out even in Chriſtian 
f thy WM Kingdoms, where the People may plead their Right againſt 
' Al. ¶ their Prince, and not be charged with Rebellion. Philander 


the Jeſuit asks, as when for Example ? Theophilus the 
ave Chriſtian replies thus. If @ Prince ſhould go about 10 ſub- 
een jet bis Kingdom to 4 foreign Realm, or change the Form of 
his the Commonwealth from Impery to Tyranny, or neglect the 
Laws eſtabliſbd by common conſent of Prince and Pecfle, 
?0 execute his own Pleaſure z, in theſe and other Caſes, which 
might be named, if the Nobles and Commons join together 
ro defend their ancient and accuſtom'd Liberty, Regiment 
and Laws, they may not well be accounted Rebels. This 
Book is ſaid, in the Title-page, to have been peruſed 
and allow'd by publick Authority; was written by a 
great Man, Dr. Bilſon, then Warden of Wincheſter Col- 
lege; printed at Oxford by the Univerſity-Printer, and 
dedicated to Q. Elizabeth, and the Author was after- 
wards made Bp. of Wincheſter. I could offer many other 
Authorities, not from falſe Sons, or perfidious Prelates 
of the Church, not from Men of Factias and Antimo- 
n arcbical Principles in relation to the Sate, but vene- 
rable Names, Ornaments to the Ages they lived in, and 
ſuch as vill be remembred with Honour in ſucceeding 
ones: But I am ſuperceded in producing, and your 
Lordſhips trouble ſaved in hearing more particular Quo- 
tations to this purpoſe, by what is yielded by a Reve- 
rend Divine of great Parts and Learning, far enough 
from the Suſpicion of being prejudic'd againſt the Rights 
of Princes, or partial to thoſe of the People, I mean the 
Reverend Dean of Carliſle, who in a Latin Diſcourſe 
preach'd and printed in this Town upon the Duty of Sub- 
miſſion, ſtating ſome Caſes of extreme Neceſſity, and put- 
ting the Queſtion, Whezber it may no? be lawful for the 
People in ſuch Caſes to reſiſt? anſwers Viri, boni & graves, 
Sc. That good and judicious Men, Men that have 
e taken great and uſeful Pains in defending the Nights 
RES Ao ES ' : «5 
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Princes, and repreſſing popular Licenſe, have contend. 
ed that it is Lawful: He adds indeed, “ whether they 
* have done Right or Wrong, let others judge; and 
does not give his own Opinion. But ſince he has grant- 
ed, that ſuch Men as he has deſcribed, Men of Probity 
and Jugment, zealous Aſſertors of the Rights of Princes, 
and Repreſfors of popular Licenſe, have contended 
that in Caſes of extreme Neceflity it is lawful for the 
People to defend themſelves; I may comfort my (elf, if 
I err in my Opinion, that I err in good Company. But 
I humbly conceive I do not err, and that, IR 

3. For this plain Reaſon, That if it be utterly unlaw- 
ful to Reſiſt in any Caſe whatſoever, even that of a to- 
tal Subverſion of the Conſtitution and Laws; then there 
is no Diſtinction of Governments, of Abſolute, I mean, 
and Limited; or if there be a Diſtinction, it is a nominal 
one without any real Difference ; for what difference is 
there between a Prince's governing Arbitrarily without 
Law, and governing Arbitrarily againſt Laws Betwixt 
having no Laws at all, and having precarious Laws that 
depend intirely on the Will of the Prince, whether he 
will obſerve one of them or ſubvert them all, and if he 
does, the People cannot help themſelves 2? 

But, my Lords, I hope and believe that there is a real 
diſtiction of Governments, and that the Subjects of all 
Governments are not in the fame wretched Condition 
that thoſe of France and Turkey are in, I hope we have 
not boaſted falſly or vainly of our own Form of Govern- 
ment, that we are bleſs d with a Conſtitution more hap- 
py than any other Nation in the World enjoys, that al- 
lows and ſecures as great and (I had almoſt ſaid) God-like 
Powers and Prerogatives to the Crown as any wiſe and 
good Prince can defire, a Power of doing every thing 
that is Good and nothing that is Ill, and at the ſame 
Time ſecures moſt valuable Rights and Privileges to the 
People. | 

What wiſe or good Prince would not rather chuſe to 
reign over free Subjects, than tyrannize over Slaves? To 
receive a willing cheerful Obedience proceeding from 
the Principles of Gratitude, Love and Intereſt as well rt 
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Duty, rather chan a forced one, owing meerly to a 
rinciple of Fear, the Principle from whence the Indians 
-orfhip the Evil Spirit??? « 

My Lords, ſuch a Frame of Government your Lord- 
hips have receiv'd from your Anceſtors; and I] hope and 


ces, Miruit, that in grateful Reſpect to their Memory, and in 
ded M:cr:der Regard to your Poſterity, | I ſay nothing of our 
the er, my Lords; for as for us who have the Happitieſs 
» if so live under the Government of the beſt of Princes that 


cver Heaven bleſs'd a Nation with; for us, I ſay, were 
our Government as Arbitrary as any in the Eaſt, yet I 
ſhould think our Rights, Liberties and Properties, and 
whatever is moſt dear and valuable to us, as fate us if they 
depended entirely upon Her Majeſty's gracious Will, as 
they are now they are ſecured to us by our Laws, or 
ſtror ger Fences, if they could be made | bur I ſpeak in 
regard to thoſe that are to come after us; and | do hope 
and truſt, that as your Lordſhips have receiv'd ſuch an 
ineſtimable Treaſure from your Predeceſſors, you will 
tranſmit inviolable to your Poſterity. ; 

My Lords, I fear I tire you, but I muſt beg your Pa- 
tience a little longer, while I expreſs my Surprize and 
Wonder that the Doctrine of Paſfrve Obedience and Mon- 
Reæſiſtance, in the unlimited Extent in which ſome explain 
it, is ſo diligently inculcated, and ſo zealouſly preis'd at 
this Time. 

Paſſroue Obedience, I own when truly ſtated, is a truly 
Chriſtian Duty, a perpetual Duty as to the Obligation, 
but occaſional as to the Practice of it. Now Preachers 
do not uſually, neglecting the preſſing of other Duties of 
more conſtant Practice, Jay out their Time and Labour 
in filling both Pages of their Diſcourſes with carneſt A.- 
ſertions and violent Exhortations to the Practice of an 
occaſional Duty, unleſs they have ſome near Proſpect of 
an Occaſion for the Exerciſe of it. And yet, my Lords, 
has this one Duty been of late, m re frequently and ear- 
neſtly aſſerted and urged both from Pulpit and Prefs, than 
all the other Duties of Chriſtianity : And what occaſion 
tor this does any one pretend to have in view ? 
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:ceſſary thus to prep theſe Reſtraints upon them; and 

ears in the People, when their Paſtors are ſo induſtri- 
ay preparing them for Sufferings ? 

"WF My Lords, I would not be thought to charge upon all 


n 5 hat hold and aſſert this Doctrine, the Conſequences which 
0 th. may with too much Reaſon charge upon ſome of them; 
Tom nean ſuch as do not allow Her Majeſty's Title to the 
e no ns. but refuſe to rake the Oaths to Her, or join in 
| | prayer for Her, and have uponthat account form'd one of 
8 1 1 the moſt unaccountable Schiſms that ever was made in the 
ried Church: Some of theſe have engaged zealouſly inaſſerting 
be. is Doctrine; and one of them in a Paper written in Vin- 


lication of it, has not been afraid to inſinuate a Parallel 
between the Caſe of Her Majeſty and the Pretender, and 
that of Arbaliab and Joaſb. 

Horrid Suggeſtionthart would make one tremble! What 
do theſe Men mean? Any Service to Her Majeſty? No: 
The Conſequences as to them are plain. If to Reſiſt upon 
n Occaſion whatever, be unlawful, be Rebellion, dam- 
rale Rebellion; then the Revolution was Rebellion, and 
al! that were concern'd in it are involv'd in that Guilt; 
then we have continued in a Rebellion ever fince; then 
il we wou'd avoid Damnation, we mult repent of that Sin; 
bu there is notrue Repentance without Reſtitution, and if 
there muſt be Reſtitution, they will tell you what that is. 

would charitably hope, that the unfortunate Perſon 
now in Judgment before your Lordſhips, did not intend 
to carry Matters fo far: But I muſt ſay, his Doctrine as 
45 he has ſtared and managed it, under his Head of Falſe 
Brotherhood, with relation to the State, does give too great 
a Handle for thoſe that have ſuch Views, to improve what 
he has ſaid to their Purpoſes. *I te 

The Council for him, have labour'd to defend him a- 
gainſt the Charge in this Article, by producing a great 
many Quotations out of the Homilies, Statutes, and Wri- 
| tings of Divines dead and living, wherein this Doctrine 
| has been laid down generally. They all allow'd that Caſes 
of extream Neceſſity were always excepted oùt of this ge- 
neral Doctrine; and that tho' the Exception was not ex- 
pPrels'd, yet it was always imply'd; and they allow'd — 
| tay 
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ther, that the Caſe of the Revolution was a Caſe of ſi 
Neceſſity: But how did they apply this to the Caſe of th 
Client? i hus: They ſaid, that thoſe Divines whom thai 
had quoted, were never found fault with for aſſerting til 
Doctrine in general Terms, not expreſſing but tacitly inf 
plying the Exception; Then they asE'd why ſhould th 
Doctor be charged for aſſerting the Doctrine in gener 
Terms as others had done, not expreſſing the Exceptiot 
which they had not expreſs'd? Why ſhould not he be ir 
titled to the favourable Conſtruction of tacitly implying 
the Exception of Caſes of Neceſſity, ſuch a Neceſſity a 
they allow'd juitity'd the Revolution? 

Indecd I ſhould readily have admitted the Plea, if th 
Doctor had done no more than barely aſſert the Doctrine 
in general Terms, and his only Fault had been that he 
had not expreſsd the Exception which he tacitly imply'd; 
Burt has he done no more than this? Has he not mention'd 
the Caſe of the Revolution, with no other View, as Ican 
{ec, than to expole it, not as an Exception out of his ge- 
neral Poſition, but an Objection againſt it? Our Adverſa- 
ries, ſays he, that is, thoſe that oppoſe his general Do- 
Etrinc, think they have us ſure, 2. e. effectually confute 
that Doctrine, by objecting the Revolution. This Ob- 
jection muſt ſuppoſe that there was Reſiſtance at the Re- 
volurion; for to {ay that the general Doctrine, that it i 
not law ful in any Caſe to reſiſt, is not true, becauſe thc 
Revolution was lawful, in which there was no Reſiſtance, 
would be a wonderful Objection indeed - Ifay, Reſiſtance 
muſt be ſuppos'd in the Objection, to make Senſe of it. 
How then docs he ſolve this Objection? Does he faythe 
general Doctrine always implies an Exception of Caſes oi 
Neceſſity? That the Revolution was a Caſe of ſuch Ne- 
ceſſity, and therefore that Neceſlity juſtify'd the Reſiſt- 
ance at the Revolution? No, but by advancing a ſtrange 
Poſition (which he proves by as ſtrange a Medium) vis. 
That there was no Reſiſtance at the Revolution: plainly im- 
plying, that if there was Reſiſtance at the Revolution, 
which every Body knows there was, the Revolution 
ſtands condemn'd by his general Doctrine. So that I can- | 


not {cc that his learned Council, who wanted neither — 
| | | 88 ities 
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of ſiMitics nor Inclinations to ſerve him, have at all defended 
of the Him againſt the Charge in this Article. But this they 
om th Hare effectually done, they have given up his general 
ing Doctrine, if it admits of no Exceptions; and there- 
itly inby clear'd the Revolution and the neceſſary Means 
uld to whereby it was brought about, from thoſe black and 
genen odious Colours which he endeavour'd to caſt upon 
them. 

After all, I can truly appeal to my own Heart, and a 
greater than it, the Searcher of it, that Iam not any ways 
prejudiced againſt the Perſon of the unhappy Priſoner, but 
rather in favour of him, as I am of all Men in his ſufferin 
Circumſtances, by a natural Tendernefs (it may be a Weak- 
nels, but ſuch a one as I cannot help) which never ſuffers 
me, however oblig'd in Juſtice to it, to do a hard thing 
to any one however deſerving it, without doing at the ſame 
time a hard thing to my ſelf: And if your Lordſhips ſhould 
be of Opinion in the Concluſion of this Tryal, That 
the Commons have made good their Charge againſt 
him, I am ſure I could come into as eaſy a Sentence upon 
him as may be conſiſtent with the Honour and Juſtice of 
your Proceedings, and with that which I take to be the 
chief End in all Puniſhments, not ſo much the hurt- | 
© ing the Offender, as the preventing the like Offences, | 
| and hindring others from committing them for the fu- | 
ture. 

But ſtill, my Lords, there is ſurely a Tenderneſs and 
Compaſſion due to our Queen, our Country, and our Po- 
ſterity, all which I humbly apprehend are highly concern'd 
in the Iſſue of this Affair. 

If Clergymen may with Impunity publickly in their 
Sermons arraign and condemn the Revolution: beſides 
the Reflections they caſt upon all the worthy Patriots that 
were concern'd in that great Work, the Commonalty, 
Gentry, and Nobility, Lords upon every Bench in this 
Houſe; beſides this, it muſt ſhake, it muſt ſap the very 
Foundation of our preſent Eſtabliſhment, as it ſtands up- 
on the Foot of the Revolution, and utterly deſtroy our 
tuture hopes in the Proteſtant Succeſſion which is found- 
ed upon that bottom only. 

My 
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The Biſhop of L1NcoLN's Speech 
in the Houſe of Lords, &c. 

MY LORDS, 

T was the Misfortune of ſome of our Bench, that in 
I tlie Proſecution of the foregoing Article of this Hu- 

peachment, a Noble Lord, who ſpoke very early to 

that Point, was pleaſed not only to Anticipate our 
Judgment in that Particular ; but ro do it with this pretty 
Hard Reflection, Thar in giving it, as He ſuppos'd we 
Would, We ſhould Ye contrary to our own Doctrine. It is 
not improbable but that, in the Courſe of the preſent De- 
b.tc, another Arrow may be drawn out of the tame * Qui- 
ver to ſhoot at us; and we may be told, that in defendin 
of the Þ Toleration granted by Law to the Diſſeuters, we 
ſhew our ſelves to be Afoſtates from our own Order. But 
from both theſe Imputations 1 am perſwaded both our 
Writings, and our Actions, will ſecure Us in the Judgment 
of all indifferent Perſons. 

The Subſtance of this Second Article of the Impeach- 
ment, which your Lordſhips are now about to eater 
upon, is this: “ Thar Dr. S. in his Sermon, doth ſuggeſt 
and maintain, that the Toleration, granted by Law, is 
& Unrcaſonable, and the Allowance of it Unwarrantable. 
© That He is a Falſe-brother with relation to God, Re- 
& ligion, or the Church, who defends Toleration, and 
& Liberty off Conſcience. That ©. Elizabeth was de- 
% juded by Archbiſhyp Grindal to the Toleration of the 
© Genevian Diſcipline: And that it is the Duty of Supe- 
« rior Paſtors t thunder out their Eccleſiaſlical Anathe- 
see Dr. S.'s Anſwer to the 1ſt Article of Impeachment, His 

Speech, Fol. Pag. 23. 8 
t Dr. S.'s Serm. at St. Paul's, Pag. 8. 
8 I 8 mas 
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&« ma's ag Perſons entituled to the Benefit if the Tole. 
& ration; aud m{olently dares, or defies, any Power on 
« Earth 79 Reverſe ſuch Sentences.“ This, my Lords, 
is the Sum of this part of the Cmmons Uharge azainſt 
Dr. S. and I think the Managers have tully made it out; 
not by bare Intendments, by unneceſſary Implications, and 
forced Conſtiuctions; not by piecing t getber broken Sen- 
tences, and Croining of diſtant, and iudepe nent Paſſuuzes 
(as he has unjuſtly Complain'd ;) but by the plain Words, 
and neceſſary Meaning, of a very great part of his Drſ- 
courſe. 

But before I trouble your Lordſbips with the Proof of 
this, give me leave, upon this Occaſion (tho' it be no 
part of the Impeachment laid againſt the Preacher) to ob- 
ſerve to your Lordſhips what a ftrange Account he has 
thought fit to publiſh of that other popular Engine, 
which, he ſays, has been made uſc of * zo pull down 
the Church, and which he calls by the Name of Com- 
prebenſion. | 

The Perſan who firit concerted this ſuppoſed Deſign 
againſt our Church, was the late moſt Reverend Dr. San- 
crofr, then Archbiſhy of Canterbury. The Time, was to- 
wards the End of that unhappy Reign, of which ſo much 
was ſaid upon the Occaſion of the foregoing Article. 
Then, when we were in the heighth of our Labours, 
defending the Church of England againſt the Aſaults of 
Popery, and thought of nothing elſe ; that Wiſe Prelate 
ſoreſeeing ſome ſuch Revolution as ſoon after was happi- 
Iy brought about; began to conſider how utterly un- 
prepared they had been at the Reſtoration of King Charles 
the Second to ſettle many things to the Advantage of the 
Church; and what a happy Opportunity had been loſt 
for want of ſuch a previous Care, as he was therefore 
defirous ſhould now be taken, for the better and more 
perfect Eſtabliſhment of it. It was viſible to all the 
Nation, that the more moderate Diſſeuters were general- 
ly fo well ſatisfied with that Stand which our Divine: 
had made againſt Popery, and the many Unanſwerable 
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Treatiſes they had publiſh'd in Confutation of it, as to 
expreſs an unuſual Readineſs to come in to us. And it 
was therefore thought worth the while, when they 
were deliberating about thoſe other Matters, to conſider 
at the ſame time what might be done to Gain Them, with- 
out doing any Prejudice to Our ſelves. 

The Scheme was laid out, and the ſeveral Parts of it 
were conmitred, not only with the Approbation, but by 
the Directiqu of that Great Prelate, to ſuch of our Divines 
as were thought the molt proper to be intruſted with it. 
His Grace took one Part to Himſelf : Another was com- 
mitted to a then Pious and Reverend * Dean, afterwards 
a Biſhop, of our Church. The reviewing of the Daily 
Service of our Liturgy, and the Communtion-Book, was re- 
ferr'd to a Sclect Number of excellent Perſons, | two of 
which are at this time upon our Bench; and ! am ſure 
will bear Witneſs to the Truth of my Relation. The 
Deſign was, in thort, this: To improve, and, if poſſi- 
be, to inf,rce our Diſcipline; to Review, and Enlarge 
our Liturgy; bv Correcting of ſome things, by Adding of 
others; ard, if it ſhould be thought adviſable by Autho- 
rity, when this Matter ſhould come to be legally con- 
ſider'd, firſt in Convocation, then in Parliament ;, by lea- 
ving ſome few Ceremonies, confels'd to be Indifferent in 
their Natures, as [ndifferent in their Uſaze, ſo as not to 
be neceſſarily Obſerved by "hoſe who made a Scruple of 
them; 'till they ſhould be able to Overcome either 


their Weakneſſes or Prejudices, and be willing to com- 


ply with Them. 

How far this good Deſau was not only known to, 
but approved of by, the Other Fathers of our Church; 
that famous Petition, for which Seven of them were {ent 
to the Tower, and which contributed ſo much to our De- 
liverance, may ſuffice to ſhew. The Willingneſs they 
c there declared of coming to ſuch a Temper as thould be 
« thought fit with the Diſſenters, when that Matter 


« ſhould be Confider'd, and Settled, in Parliament and 
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& Convocation; ” manifeſtly referr'd to what was then 
known to Several, if not All of the Subſcribers, to have 
been at that very time under Deliberation. And thar 
Nothing more was intended than I have before ſaid, is as al 
evident from what was publickly, declared in a Treatiſe I ** 


5 


0 written to recommend the Den when it was t] 
rought before the two Houſes of Parliament, in the P 
Beginning of the late Reign; and Licenſed by the Authority 


tary of State : In the very Beginning of which there is 
this remarkable Paſſage, which I ſhall beg Leave to read 
to your Lordſhips : * No Alteration, that I know of, is 
c intended but in things declared to be Alterable by the 
& Church ite ſelf. And if Things Alterable be Altered 
c upon the Grounds of Prudence and Charity; and Things 
&« defective be ſupplied; and Things Abuſed be Reſtored 
& 79 their proper Uſe z and | hings of a more Ordinary 
& Compoſition, Reviled and Improved; whilſt the DO- 
« CTRINE, GOVERN MENT, and WORSHIP of 
c he Church remain Intire, in ALL tzhe Subſtantial 
« parts of Them ; We have all reaſon to believe that this 
& will be ſo far from Injuring the Church, bat, on the 
& c0;1721y, it ſhall receive a very great Benefit by it.” 
Au now, my Lords, let any impartial Perſon conſider, 
what was there in ſuch a Dæſgn that could be juſtly e- 
ſtecard prejudicial to the Conftiturion of our © hurch ? 
W hercin would our Canons have ſuffer'd, if Lhoſ alrea- 
dy mide, had been more ſtrongly Enforced ; and ſome New 
| Ones had been .4dded, for the Reformation of Manners 
for the better puniſhing cf Notorious Offenders ;, and to ren- 
der our Publick Diſcipline more ſtrict and ſevere? This 
we have been Withing for, ever ſince the Refurmation : 
W hat Harm would it have done our Church had it now 
been Effected? Or how would our excellent Liturgy 
have been the worſe, if a few more doubtful Expreſſions 
had been Changed tor plainer, and clearer ; and a paſſage, 
or two, which however capable of a juſt Defence yet in 


a 
of a Noble Peer, now preſent, who was at that time Secre- : 
| 
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A Letter to a Member of Parliament in favour of the Bill for | 
Uniting Prot:ftants : Licenſed by the Command of the Earl of 
Sbrewsbury, April 1. 1689. Ja. Vernon. Pag. 2. 
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many Caſes ſeem harſhto ſome even of our Own Communion, 
had either been wholly left at liberty, in ſuch Caſes, to 
be Omitted altogether; Or been ſo OP as to remove 
all Exception ee Them in Any Caſe. If ſuch Collecte, 
as are not yet adapted to the Feſtivals, or Goſpels, to which 
they belong; had been made more full, and app oſite to 
Both; If ſomie of the Occaſional Offices had been Enlarged 3 
and New Ones Added : If, for Example, there had been a 
greater Variety of Prayers, Pſalms, and Lefons appointed 
by Authority, inſtead of the Comprſirions of private Perſons, 
now neceflarily to be uſed, for the Viſitation of the Sick; 
and New Forms compoſed for the Uſe of Priſoners for 
Debt or Crimes? For the greater Solemnity of Receiving 
Proſelytes into our Church; of Reconciling Penitents to it; 
and of Caſting Notorious Offenders out of it. Theſe were 
ſome of the main things that were then deſign'd: As for 
any favour to the Diſſenters, None, that I know of, was 
intended, but what ſhould have been entirely conſiſtent 
with our Own Conſtitution : And I hope it will not be 
thought any Crime for the Biſbops, and Clergy of our 
Church, to be willing to enlarge its Communion, by any 
Methods which may be likely to Gain Others, and yet 
not injure our Own Eſtabliſhment. 

But to fatisfie your Lordſbits that nothing could have 
been deſigned to the Detriment of the church; Be pleaſed 
farther to conſider, how what was thus at firſt projected 
in private, by ſelect Perſons, and in a difficult Time, 
when no Countenance was to be expected from Authorit 
to any ſuch purpoſe; was afterwards, if ever, to have been 
brought to Maturity. And this being a matter of Pub- 
lick Notice, the relation of it will admit of no Exception. 

No ſooner were their late Majeſties, of Glorious Me- 
mory, ſeated in their Thrones, but this Deſign was open- 
ly Eſpouſed by em. A mmiſſion was iſſued out, under the 
Great Sealof England, to a large number of Biſhops and other 
Eminent Divines, to meet together, and to conſider of theſe 
Matters. What they did, hav ing not had the Honour tobe 
one of them, I ſhall not preſume to ſay. This we know, that 
whatever they did, it was to have been carried on from 
Them to the two Convocations of Canterbury and Tork : 
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And after it ſicu!d have paſs'd their Approbations, it 
was finally to have been laid before the wo Houſes of 
Parliament, and fo to have gone on to the Royal Aſſent. 
This, my Lords, was the Courſe thro? which all that 
was deſigned, or ſhould have been done in this matter, 
muſt have pals'd ; and J am perſwaded nothing very in- 
Jurious to our Chrches Welfare, will ever be able to paſs 
thro” all theſe. ; 

Having thus given your Lordſhips a true account of that 
Deſign which Dr. S. mentions under the Name of Com- 
prebenſion ; I doubt not but that your Lordſhips will now he 
be amazed to hear, what a falſe an4ſcan.latous Report he 
has made of it. In the 16th Page of his Sermon, he thus 
ſpeaks of it: © The worſt Adverſaries of our Church, ſays 
6 he, were to be let into her Bowels under the Holy 
“% Umbrage of Hue; who neither BELIEVED her 
& FAiih; OWN'D her MISSION; SUBMITTED 
« to her DISCIPLINE; or COMPLIED with her 


„ upon Her Communion. Her Articles to be taught the 
« Confuſion of all benſes, Nations, and Languages. 

This, my Lords, is a very ſtrange Repreſentation of 
ſo Good a Defign, as that I before recounted to your Lord- 
ſhips. Yet this Repreſentation did this bold Man, as con- 
fidently, as falſly, make of it in the Houſe of God ; and 
publith to the View of the whole Netion. For thus he 
gocs on: © This pious Deſign of making our Houſe of 
« Prayer a Den of Thieves, of Reformins our Church into 
« a Chaos; is well known to have been attempted ſeveral 
&« times in this Kingdom. and LATELY WITHIN 
«© OUR MEMORY ; when All Things ſeem'd to fa- 
« your it, but that Good Providence which ſo happily in- 
ce terpolcd againſt the Rxin of our Church, and blaſted the 
long projected Scheme of THESE ECCLESIASTI- 
© CAL ACHITOPHAHELS.” To fay nothing more of 
the Deſign it ſelf, of which J have given an Account 
before; Pray, my Lords, who were the ACHI Tore 
{ 1 © ; . | k ' L t at 
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that projected it 3 and muſt have concurr'd to the Exe- 
cution of? I have already named the Firft, and Chiefeſt 
of them, the late Archbiſhop SANCROFT. The next 
who openly approv: d of it, were the Commiſſioners who 
met upon it in the Feruſalem- Chamler: A Set of Men, 
than which this CH e was never, at any one time, bleſs'd 
with either wiſer or better, ſince it was a Chrrch & Who 
it was that Preſiale in the Croocating of this Province, 
to which this riet was next to be reſert'd; and who, 
had it gone on, muſt have had x chief Hand in the Ma- 
nagement of it, I need 10! ay. Every one who knows any 
thing at all ot his Character, (and I am ſure your Lordſhips 
are none of you Siringerstoit) knows him to be too good 
a Friend to the Eſtabliſhment ot our Church, to have 
been capable of being engayed in ſuch a Villaimus De- 
fign, as Dr. S. pretends, for the Subv-rfion of it. Or 
had He been otherwite, yer fi the Major part of that 
Venerable Body mult have been as great Acbitophels as 
himſelf, or no Harm could have been done by Him. Par- 
don me, my Lords, iftheC ourie of my \rgument obliges 
me to rife yet one Degree higher, and to ſay, that the 
like Majority of your Lordſpips, ard of the Houſe of Com- 
moms, together with his lore 27ajeſty, muſt All have come 
into the Plot againſt the Church; or all the Skill, and Ma- 
lice, of the Inferior Achizophels, would have ſignified no- 
thing. And what (Ceniurec that Man deſerves who has 
the Confidence to inſinuate to the World, that the Biſhops, 
the other Clergy, the Convocations ; the Parliament, nay, and 
the late Ning himſelt, or Glorious De.tverer; or at leaſt the 
greater part of all theſe, were engaged in a Project © . 
&« Monſtrous, ſo Romantic, and Abſurd, (tor here T am 
content to ule his own Expreſſions) zhat it is hard to 
c ſay whether it had more of Villany, or Folly, mt”, I 
ſhall ſubmit it to your Lordſhrps to conſider. All I deſign 
in taking notice of this part of his Sermon, is only to clear 
the Memory of many excellent Perſons who are dead; and 
to vindicate the Reputation of ſome ſtill living, and in 


the higheſt Stations of the Church; from that Load of 
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Infamy which this Raſh Man has with ſo much Viru- 
lence of Specch caſt upon them: And to let your Lord- 
ſhips (ce that nothing was intended in all that Affair but 
what was both Honourable to thoſe who engaged in it; 
and I am perſwaded would have been for the Intcreſt and 
Peace of our Church and State, had it been accompliſh'd, 
I come now to that which is the proper Subject of the 
preſent Debate; namely, to offer ſuch Paſſages to your 
Lyrdſhips, as L humbly conceive do plainly and fully make 
out the Second Article of the Commons Impeachment againſt 
the Preacher; and prove him to have ſpoken with more 
Freedom than he ought, not only of the Diſſenters them- 
ſelves, but of the Toleration, (or as he had rather we 
ſhould call ir) the Indulgence granted by Law to them. 
And here, as I remember, it was not deny'd either by 
His Ouncil, or Himſelf, but that he had ſpoken, and 
ſpoken with Warmth too, againit Toleration. The on- 
ly Queſtion is, What the Toleration is againſt which he 
ſpake ? Whether it was that which has been granted, 
by Law to the Diſſenters? Or whether it was only againſt 
a General Toleration of Atheiſts, Deiſts, Socinians; Men of 
no Principles, perhaps of no Religion? Or at moſt againſt 
ſuch of the Diſſenters as Abuſed the Indulgence granted 
them by Law ; and made uſe of it to Purpoſes not at all 
warranted by it? The former of theſe the Commons charge 
upon him : The latrer He pretends ; the better to clear 
himſelf of their Charge. 15 BN 
To determine this Point, I mult in the firſt place beg 
leave to obſerve, that among the ſeveral ſorts of Falſe- 
Brethren, enumerated by the Preacher with relation to God, 
Religion, or the Church; the Second kind is of thoſe, who 
give up any Point of the Churches Diſcipline, and Worſhip, 
Page 8. To this he adds, that zboſe are Falſe-Brethren 
who defend Toleration, and Liberty of Conſcience. And 
that we may the better know what Toleration and Liberty 
of Conſcience, He means; He ſpecifies the very Perſons 
to whom He refers, and of whom He ſpeaks; zbe DIS- 
SENT ERS: © If, ſays he, tu comply with the DISSE N- 
« TERS both in publick and private Affairs, las Perſons FA 
“tender Conſcience and Piety, to promote THEIR 2 s 
| | in 
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in Elefions; to ſneak to THEM for Places and Pro- 
« ferment, to defend Toleration and Liberty of Conſci- 
« ence, and under the pretence of Moderation, excuſe 
« THEIR SEPARATION, are the Criterions of a True 
« Church Man; God deliver Us All from ſuch Falſe Bre- 
& thren”. The Toleration therefore, and Liberty of Con- 


ſcience, againſt which he ſpeaks, mult neceſſarily be that 
of the DISSENTERS}; thoſe who SEPARATE from 


ec our Church: He names no others; but carries the ſame. 


ſt perſons thro' his whole Sentence, both before and after 
2 thoſe Expreſſions. Either therefore it is no Reflection up- 
on the At of Indulgence to ſay that all thoſe who defend 
e the Toleration of the DISSENTERS, and are for allowing 

Liberty of Conſcience to THEM, are falſe-Brethren with 
7 relation to God, Religion or the Church, Page 6, 7, and ſuch 
{ againſt whom we ought to pray 10 God to deliver Us All, 
Page 8: Or if this cannot with any reaſon be either ſaid, 
or ſuppoſed, then it muſt remain that Dr. S. has here ſaid 
what the Commons charge him withal; and that inexpreſs 
terms, vis. That He is @ falſe Brother who defends the To- 
leration, not of Deiſts, Socintans, and I know not what Mon- 
ſters of lrreligion, but of he DISSENTERS : Thoſe ſame 
Diſſenters who by the Act of Indulgence have a right to that 
Liberty of Conſcience of which this Gentleman ſpeaks ſo 
very hardly; and prays God to Defend Us from all ſuch 
Falſe Brethren as ſhall preſume to excuſe it. 

But not to inſiſt upon a ſingle Paſſage which, may be 
ſuppoſed to have dropt unwarily from him : Inthe Second 
Part of his Sermon, He proceeds to ſhew V great Perils 
and Miſchiefs of thoſe Falſe Brethren, againſt whom He was 
before ſpeaking, both to he Church and State: pag. 15. 
And that Theſe again are the ſame Perſons who have a 
right to e Legal Indulgence is ſo very clear, that I do not 
ſee how it is poſſible for any one to make the leaſt doubt 
of it. Pag. 18. He deſcribes them as Occaſionel Confor- 
miſts to the Church. Pag. 19. As thoſe who had the Old 


in the next Sentence, He expreſly takes notice of rhe 
Religious Liberty which our Gracious Sovereign has I N- 
DULGED thew. This in the very ſame Sentence 
He calls THEIR TOLERATION; (for the 2 
e imſe 


Leaven of their Fore-fathers ſtill working in them: And, 
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himſelf is not tied up to any Niceties of Expreſſion; He 
may call it ſo, tho” Others may not:) Theſe are the Perſons, 
and the my Perſons, of whom he ſpeaks inall that part of his 
Diſcourſe, let us ſee what he lays of the Indulgence granted 
by Law to them. 

And firſt, he tel's us, Page 18. „“ That it cannot be de- 
ny'd, but that thy they do ſubmit rn the Government, 
their Obedience 7s forced, and conftrain'd; and fo trea- 
cherous, and uncertain, 4s never tu be truſted. That 
they are as much Occaſionil Loyaliits to the State, as 
they are Occaſional Conformiſts tu the Church; and will 
betray either whenev:r it is in their Power, and they think 
it for their Advantage. That nothing but a Sottiſh In- 
fatuation can fo far blind our Eyes and our Fudements, 
as to make Us believe that the ſame Cauſes ſhould not 
produce the ſame EM. cts; that the ſame Latitudinarian 
and Republican Notions, ſhould not bring forth the ſame 
% Rcbellious aud Pernicious Conſequences. That we ſhall 
&« be convinced to our Sorrow, if we don't apprehend that the 
„Old Leaven of therr Fore-tathers 7s ſtill working in the 
ce prelent Generation; and rhat this Traditional Poyſon 
« ſtill remains in this brood of Vipers to fling us to Death, 
«© That they have advanced themſelves from the RELIGT- 
« OUS LIBERTT which our Gracious Sovereign bas IN 
« DULGED them, to claim @ Civil Right; and zo juſtle 
ce the Church ov? of Her Eſtabliſhment, by hoiſting THEIR 
TOLER ATION into its Place. That 70 convince us 
e what alone will ſatisfie them, they inſolently demand the 
* Repeal of tbe Corporation and Veſt Acts, which under 
Her Majeſty, 7s the only Security the Church has to de- 
end upon: And which (it we may believe Him), ) They 
% bave ſo far eluded by their abominable Hypocrifie, as 0 
* have undermin'd her Foundations, and indanger the 
Government, by filling it with its profeſſed Enemies“. 
His meaning is plainly this; that the Diſſenters, whom we 
are ſo fooliſh as to Indulge, are a parcel of Falſe and Trea- 
cherous Perſons; Enemies both to our Church and State; 
and ſuch as if not timely ſuppreſs'd, will convince us to 
our Sorrow of the weaknels and folly, of taking ſuch 
Vipers into our Boſom, as watch only for a fair opportu- 
nity to ſting us to Death, "DUC 
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But what then muſt we do to ſecure our ſelves again{t 
theſe dangerous Enemies © Why firſt, the Doctor aſſures 
us, that they are never to, be gain'd by any favour that 
can be ſhew'd to them, * Thar He muſt be very W cak, 
& or ſomething worſe, hat thinks, or pretends, that tbe 
« DISSENT ERS (for of Theſe he ſtill ſpeaks) are to be 
« won over by any other GRANTS and INDULGENCES 
„than giving up or WHOLE CONSTITUTION”. This 
ſews the folly of trying the ſoft way of Iudulgence with 
them: And therefore he concludes; That © He who re- 
6 cedes the leaſt tirtle from it (our Conſtitution) to ſatisfie, 
i or tygratiate with, theſe Clamorons, Inſatiable, Church- 
« devouring Malignants, knows not what Spirit they are f; 
« or he ought to ſbem who is the true Member of our Church. 

This I think comes fully up to what is objected againſt 
Him; namely, that Doctor S. dyes in his Sermon ſuzgeſt 
and maintain, ** that the Toleration granted by Law is Un- 
« reaſonable, and the allowance of it Unwarrantable”. For 
ſo it needs mult be, it the Diſſenters be ſuch Mex as he 
tells us they are; and will be ſatisfy'd with nothing e,, 
than he aſſures us they will. And yet what next follows, is, 
if poſſible, ſtill more expreſs ro the ſme prrpole. It is 
objected againſt him, by the Commons, that he had aft:rm' 
in his Sermon, That “ Qucen Elizabeth was deluded Ly 
“ Arch-bitho| Grindall, (whom he ſcurrilouſly calls a Folle 
“ Son of the Church, and à perſidious Frelatz;) 10 the 
« Toleration of zbe Genevian Diſcipline. The Fatt is not 
denied; hut th Expreſſions are excus'd z and the Truth 
of the Alle ation is endeavourcd to be made our by Hi- 


ftorical Memoirs: And it is hoped that vour Lordfhips will 


not account it a H:izb. Crime and 1ſdemeannr, to have 
ſpoken too hardly ol a Prelate who has bcenlo many Years 
in his Grave. 


I am, my Lords, very far from thinking, that the Tome. 


mons ever intended to charge Dr. S. as guilty of High 


Crimes and Miſdemeanors, for ſpeaking ſcandalouſly of 


that Good Archbiſhop. Their Concern was not for His Per- 


ſon, what Reipect ſoever they may have had (as all true 
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Friends of the Reformation mult needs have a very greyfff 
One) for his Memory. But the Truth of the Matter i 
this. The Preacher compl.ins Page 19 of his Sermon; that 
Queen Elizabeth was deluded by Archbiſhop Grindal, to the 
1'oleration of the Genevian Diſcipline. © He adds, that 
the Arch-biſhop was @ perfidious Prelate, for deluding 
« Her to Tolerate that Diſcipline. That ſhe found it ſuch a 
« Headſtrong and Encrogebing Monſter, that in Eight Year 
« ſhe ſaw it would endanger the Monarchy as well as the 
©: Hierarchy : And like a Queen of true Reſolution, and 
“ pious Zeal for Both, ſhe pronounced that ſuch were the H 
« reſtleſs Spirits of that fact ious People *, that no quiet was" 
« 20% be expected from them, *till they were UTTERLTM © 
&« SUPPRESS'D. That this therefore like @ prudent Prin. di 
cc ceſs, ſhe did by wholeſome Severities; and rhe Effect U 
« was, that by this means the Crown for many Tears ſate 
cc eafie and flouriſhing wm her Head. But that her Suc- 
ceſſor, King James, did not follow her Wile Politicks : 
And the Reſu't was as Deplorable on his Side, as it had “ 
been Glorious on Hers. For by this means, “ His Sou il © 
&« fell a Martyr to their Fury : His unbappy Offfpring, ſuf- b 
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« fer'd ſuch diſaſtrous Calamities, as made the Royal Fa- 
« mily One continued Sacrifice to their Malice”, And all 
this for want of thoſe wholeſome Severities which the wiſe 
Queen his Predeceſſor, had Uſed utterly to ſuppreſs that 
Factious Pecple. ö 

This, my Lords, is the Doctor's Narrative, and T have 
given it you in his own Words. The Application is plain, 
and Home. The Diſſenters are now again Tolerated, as 
they were heretofore under Queen Elixabeth. There is a 
perfidious Prelate (perhaps in his Opinion a great many) 
Who, like Archbiſhop Grindal, help to delude another 
Queen, into the Toleration of them. Theſe EIGHT 
YEARS paſt (for the very number of Years is re- 
markable) Her Majeſty has born the reſtleſs Spirits of 
this factious People; and had no quiet from them, It 
is now high time for Her to alter Her Meaſures, as 
Qucen Elizabeth wiſely did. It is the only way to 
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make the Crown fit Eaſie, and Flouriſhing, upon ber Head. 
And if this be not plainly to ſpeak out what he would 
have done with the Act of Indulgence, I muſt deſpair of e- 
rer being able to know any Man's Meaning by his Expreſ- 
ſions. Such Examples are not only the moſt likely to in- 
force, but the moſt proper, and lively Methods to con- 
yey a Man's Senſe, even to the dulleſt Capacity; and 
make him clearly perceive if not what he ought, yet IT 
am ſure what the Preacher would have him to do. 

The truth is, ſo plain was his Meaning, that He 
Himſelf began to fear that he had gone a little too far 
in what he had ſaid of this Matter. And, for that rea- 
ſon, He added that One, poor Sentence which imme- 
diately follows, and of which he has made ſuch good 
Uſe fince : © That He would not be Miſunderſtood as if 
« He intended ro Caſt the leaſt Invidious Reflection upon 
« zhat Indulgence the Government had condeſcended to 
« give them, (the Diſſenters: )'” But what then did He 
imend by all this bitter Invective againſt them; and 
that very Iſtruitive piece of Hiſtory with which He 
concluded it? He © has told Us that the D#ſſenters are 
« Falſe-Brethren; Deſtructive both of our Civil and Eccle- 
« ſiaſtical Rights. That they are Occaſional Loyaliſts zo 
« he State, as well as Occaſional Conformiſts zo the 
& Church; and will betray both whenever they have it 
cc in their Power, and it ſhall be their Intereſt, to d it. 
« That it muſt be a Sottiſb Infutation to believe that the 
« {ame Latitudinarian, and Republican Notions, ſould 
&« not bring forth the ſame Rebellious, and Pernicious 
& Conſequences : That we ſhall be convinc'd to our Sor- 


« row, if we do not apprebend that the Old Leaven of 


& their Fore-fathers, 7s ſtill working in the preſent Ge- 
« neration : That they have already made dangerous En- 
& croachments upon the Government; and publiſh'd Treas 
“ ſonable Reflections upon Her Majeſty : That rhey have 
% advanc'd their Indulgence into 4 Civil Right, and 
« 7uſtled the Church out of Her Eſtabliſhment, by hoiſting 
« heir Toleration into its place: That They have by their 
ce abominable Hypocriſis undermined the Foundation of the 
Church, and endanger'd the Government, by filling 
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& 7t with its profeſs'd Enemies: That they are Clams: / 
% rous, Infatiable, Church-Devouring Malignants ; 

& Whom ns other Grants, or Indulgencies can Win over 1! 
cc 


bat the giving up our whole Conſtitution: "That ever 1 
& /ince their firſt unbappy Flantation in this Kingdwm, they 
“ have Improved, aud Role upon their Demands in the 
« Permiffion of te Government: That Queen Eliza. 
« beth, who Tolerated them for eight Tears together, was 
& forced at laſt to ſuppreſs Them by Wholeſome Severitics : 
« That this made her Crown fit Eafie and Flourithing on 
« ber Head; whereas King James the Firſt by not purſu- 
« ing the like 71ethods ruined the whole Royal Family: 
C That nothing better could be expected from ſuch Miſ- 
& creants, Begot in Rebellion, Born in Sedition, and 
“ Nurſcd up in Faction:“ All this Dr. S. has ſaid in 
theſe very plain, and emphatical Words. If He did 
not intend by all this to ſhew the Neceſſity of Suppreſſing 
theſe Faclious People, theſe Pipers, who are 710 ready 
to ſting us all to Death, 1 would be glad to know what 
it was that He did intend by it? Could He fay all this, 
and with ſuch a ſingular Stra'n of impetuous Eloquence, 
and yet “ not intend to caſt ſo much as rhe leaſt invidi- 
C ous Reflections pon that indulgence which the Govern- 
cc ment has thought fit to give them ? J muſt freely own, 
my Lords, I could never have imagined this: Nay, 1 
muſt be excuſed if I add, That notwithſtanding this 
poor Evaſion, I cannot yet believe it. But the At of 
Induigence ſtood in his way: That Ad the Queen had 
declared her Reſhlution to maintain: Your Lordſhips and 
the Commons had often ſhewn Your Steddineſs to the 
ſame Effect. Even Thoſe who preſs'd ſo violently a- 
gainſt Occaſional Communion, yet thought it neceſlary to 
fay, in the very Preamble of that Bill, that the Act of 
Indulgence ought inviolably to be Obſerved : And there- 
fore Dr. S. thought it necdful to add ſomewhat that He 
knew would not take off any thing from the Force of 
his Doefive ; yet might ſerve to excuſe the Severity of 
it; and be made uſe of to the purpoſe it now is, if He 
ſhould chance to be call'd to Account for it. This, my 
Lords, I conceive to be the true Meaning of that one 
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"0-M ſingle Paſſage, ſo utterly repugnant to all the reſt of his 
ts; Diſcourſe : Nor can I put any other Interpretation upon 
der it. For had I the ſame Opinion of theſe Men, their 
ver Principles, and their Deſigns, that Dr. S. has; I ſhould 
vey be fo far from thinking them fit to be Indulged, that I 
be ſhould account it my Duty, and the Duty of every true 
4. Friend to our Church and Government, to take the ſame 
a: Methods of Wholeſome Severities with them that Queen 
s: Elizabeth did: And I hope, by God's Grace, that ſhould 
I be 8 for it, I ſhould not diſſemble my Opini- 


on; but ſhouid have the Courage honeſtly to own it, Mi 
whatever I might chance to ſuffer for it. . 
— I have, my Lords, inſiſted the longer upon this Part l 


d of the Doctor's Sermon, becauſe I would not willingly 
In fall under the Cenſure of picking out dis-jornred Sentences, 
d and putting them together from diſtant Places, that fo 
I might the better draw a Senſe out of them, contrary 
to bis Meaning. I ſhall trouble your Lordſhips but with f 
t one part more of it, to the ſame Effect, Pag. 24, 27. 1 
L Where he comes to conſider, What ſhould be the Reſult 
L of his long Diſcourſe ? 1 ſhall read it to Your Lordſbips in 
- his own Words, Pag. 25. * Let us therefore (ſays he) as we 
- are unhappy Sharers of St. Paul's Misfortune, to have 
our Church in Perils amongſt Falſe-Brethren, follow his 
Example, and Conduct in a Parallel Caſe. He tells us 
in his Epiſtle to the Galatians, c. 2. That he was ob- 
** ſ{truEted, and peſter'd in preaching the Goſpel, by Falſe- 
«< Brethren unawares brought in, who came privily to ſpy out 
His Liberty which he had in Chriſt Jeſus, that they might 
« bring him into Bondage. To whom he gave place by Sub- 
&« jection, no not for an Hour, that the truth of the Goſpel 
& might continue with the Church. Doubtleſs this brave and 
bold Reſolution did the Apoſtle take by the peculiar 
« Command, and Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt: And yer 
« if OUR DISSENTERS had liv'd in thoſe times, they 
« would have branded him as an Intemperate, Hot, Fu- 
« ri0us Zealot ;, that wanted to be ſweetned by the gentle 
«© Spirit of Charity, and Moderation forſooth. 
Here we have again the Perſons of whom the Preacher 
ipeaks: They are OUR DISSENTERS); not the Deiſts, 
i D | Atheiſts, 
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Arbeiſts, $1c:tans, Hypocrites, of our times. And accord- 
ingly, What to lows, Pay refers to them: For thus he 
goes on, “ Schiſm and Faction are Things of Impudent 
and Incroaching Natures: Take Permiſſions for Power; 
« and advance a TOLERATION, (tor fo the Doctor 
c is ſtill at Liberty to call, what we muſt ſtile INDUL- 
« GENCE) immediately into an Eftabliſt ment.“ Your 
Lordſhips will pleaſe to obſerve, by the way, that this 
was the very thing he had before fad of theſe ſame Per- 
ſons, Pag. 19. and thereby plainly ſhews, that he ſpeaks 
in both Places of thoſe DISSENTERS who have a 
Right to the TOLERATION, or INDULGENCE, 
granted by Law to Proteſtant Diſſenters. Let us now hear 
what he would have done with em. Why he would 
have them © treated like Growing Miſchiefs, or Infectious 
« Plagres ; kept at a diſtance, leſt the deadly Contagion 
« jprcad.” And the Method he propoles in order there- 
unto, is this, Let u therefore, favs he, have un Fellowſhip 
& with VHESE WORKS of Darkneſs; but rather reprove 
&« them.” THESE WORKS, Schiſm and Faction; For 
of rhz-ſe, and Theſe only, He hi e ſpcaks. This is the Peo- 
ple. Ert; and the Infer tour Paſtors „ As for the Supe- 
ce rivur Paſturs, let them 4) their Duty, in thundring out 
« their Keelefraftical Anathema's : gain 1 HEM. Apainſt 
bm, my Lords © What mort Darkneſs' stil the ſame 
he before mention'd: OUR DISSEN TERS, Thoſe are 
the Perſons: Their ci and Faftiom; ſ hoe we the 
Works of Darkneſs to which he refers.“ And let any Pow- 
« er qu Earth dare reveric a Sentence ratify'd in Heaven. 

This, my Lords, was the laſt part of the Commons Im- 
peachment upon this Second Article: And 'tis ſo plainly 
expreſſed by the Preacher in this Paſſage, that I contels 
it amazes me to conſider with what Poſitiveneſs He has 
thought fit to deny that any ſuch thing was meant by 
Him. The Perſons whom the Superior Paſtors are ſum- 
mon'd to Anatbemati ze, are the ſame with rhoſe, whom 
the Other Paſtors and People, are to have no Fellowſhip with- 
al, but to Revrove. Theſe, by the neceſſary Connexion 
of his Diſcourſe, are OUR DISSENTERS: whole 
Works of Darkneſs, He fates to be Schiſm, and . 
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Thoſe Diſſenters to whom the Government hath granted a 
TOLERATION; as himſelf, in the ſame Paflage takes 
notice. Which being fo ; I thaflleave the Doctor to Deny 
and Proteft, as He pleaſes; but when all is donc, His Own 
IVords will riſe up againſt Him, and appear to every im- 
partial Perſon ſo plain, and poſitive, as to put it bevond 
the Power of any artificial Interpretation to perplex the 
Meaning of them. 

And this lets us into the true Application of thoſe Paſ- 
ſages of Scripture, with which He concludes his whole 
Diſcourſe. In which, having ſhewn the Danger of our 
Church from theſe Falfe-Brethren, and exhorted his Au- 
ditory to a ſteddy Courage and Reſolution in the Defence 
of it; He thus at once both inforces his Doctrine, and a- 
buſes his Advcrſaries. That ho zbe Church (for to That 
He applics, what Þ Zechariah ſpake of the Falſe-Prophets 
that ſeduced the People) lies bleeding of the Wounds ſhe has 
received in the Houſe of her Friends: A Paſſage firſt thrown 
at my * (elf, for Defending the Prince's Authority, when 
{ome of Theſe very Men engaged as vehemently on the 
fide of Liberty, againſt the Rights of the Crown, as they now 
pretend to ſtand up vigoroully for it; , Tho the Ways of 
Zion may mourn FOR A TIME (fo the Doctor gloſſes 
upon the Text) and Her Gates be deſulate;, Her Priefts ſigb; 
and ſhe in bitterneſs, BECAUSE (it is the Freacher's 
Reaſon, the Text has no ſuch Word) Her Adverſaries are 
Chief; He means in the Adminiſtration under her Majelty ; 
and her Enemies AT PRESENT proſper; (fo he again 
improves the Text; in hopes, I ſuppoſe, that it will not 
be long before He ſhall have Preach'd them out of their 
Places ) V Tho* among all her Lovers ſhe has FEW, (the 
Prophet complained that Jeruſalem had NONE) ro Com- 
fort Her; and MANY (Jeremiab ſaid ALL) have dealt 
treacherouſly with her, and are become her Enemies, He re- 
fers to Thoſe of whom he had before ſpoken Pag. 22.) 
+ Tho'there are FE W ro guide Her among all the Sons which 
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he hath brought forth; neither are there MANY totake ber 
by the Hand of all the Sons that ſhe hath brought up; (Iſaiah 
in both places, ſays NONE :) Tbo' her Enemies cry down 
with Her, down with Her, even to the Ground: That is, in 
other Words, tho” (the Preacher, and a few of his Friends, 
excepted) both the Fathers and Paſtors of the Church; and 
the Men who arc AT PRESEN T in Power, and Autho- 
rity, in the & ate, are become Falſe-Brethren, and run in 
with thoſe Enemies of the Church, OUR DISSE.N- 
TERS, againſt it; “ Jer there is a God that can, and 
% will raiſe Her up, if We forſake Her not”. 

It were an eaſie matter to make many proper Remarks 
upon theſe Paſſages of Scripture, thus applied, or rather 
abuſed, by the Preacher : But that would be beſides my 
proven Buſineſs ; and will fall in more properly under the 
aſt Article of this Impeachment. It is enough that I have, 
I hope, fully ſhewn your Lord/hips how Dr. S. has treated 
if not the Indulgence it ſelf, yet I am ſure, Thoſe who are 
entitled to the Benefit of it: And who if they ſhall have the 
Misfortune, by this kind of Preaching, to be once gene- 
rally thought ſuch wicked, falſe, and Dangerous Enemies 
to our Church and State as they are here repreſ-nted, I 
cannot think that their Indulgence will hold long. If 
they have Numbers to ſecure them, it is well for them: 
Bur otherwiſe I am {ure as the Caſe is here ſtated, it muſt 
be our Wiſdom, as well as Duty, to ſuppreſs them. 

How Criminal ſuch an vective as this will be account- 
ed in the Eye of the Law, I dare not preſume to ſuggeſt: 
Much leſs thall I pretend to intimate what Cenſure it 
may deſerve. Somewhat I think ſhould be done to put 
a {top to ſuch Preaching, as if not timely corrected may 
kindle ſuch Heats and Animoſittzs among us, as may truly 
endanger both our Church and Szate. As for the Preacher 
Himſelf; lam very willing to come into any Meaſures of 
Favour to Him, that are Conſiſtent with your Lordſhips 
Honour and Juſtice; and will anſwer the Ends of the 


Impeachment that has been brought before Us againft 
him. | 
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The Biſhop of NOR wICH , Speech 
in the Houſe of Lords, &c. 


My 7.ords, 
[| Am very ſenſible under what Diſadvantaze in the 


Opinion of any, a giſhop mull {peak agent a Her- 

gyman that ſtinds accuſed of Crimes committed by 

him in he ſceming Execution «© his Office; eſſ eci- 
ally after having been to publickly required to be an Ad- 
vocate as well as a Judge. And l am the more ſenſible 
of this prejudice lying againſt me, for having been ſo 
lately called into that Order, and for being f' unworthy 
of it. 

But I think my ſelf obliged notwithſtanding, under all 
theſe Diladvantages to deliver not only my Judgment, 
but allo the Reaſons that determine me to it: Which 1 
{hall do as plainly as | can; with that deference to your 
Lordſhips, wiich I am ſure it mutt upon all Occaſions 
part cularly become me to pay; and at thefame time with 
that Freedom which I think the Importance of this cauſe 
does at this time require. 

Dr. Sacheverell ſtands impeached by the Commons of 
Great-Britain, of High Crimes and Miſdemeanors ex- 
preſſed in the ſeveral Articles of the Charge exhibited 
againſt him: And your Lordſhips have heard what they 
have ſaid in ſupport of that Charge, as well as what has 
been offer'd in the Doctor's Defence. | 

Your Lordſhips have alſo debated among vour ſelves 
the Merits of the Cauſe as to the firſt of theſe Articles 
and have come to a Reſolution, that the Commons 
have made good that part of their Charge: In which 
Reſolution as I did heartily concur; fo 1 was r ady to 
have humbly repreſented to your Lordſhips my Reafons 
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ſor ſo doing, had there been either room or occaſion 
for it. | 

Your Lordſhips are row upon the Second Article; 
wherein the Doctor is charged for ſuggeſting and main- 
taining that the Toleration granted by Law is unreaſona- 
ble, and the Allowance of it unwarrantable; with other 
particulars that have immediate relation to this — 
Charge, and which are indeed ſo many proofs of it. 

In this view therefore, my Lords, I beg leave to con- 
ſider them; And the Firſt of theſe Inſtances, in Support 
of this Charge, is, that he aſſerts that He is a Falſe Bro- 
her with relation to God, Religion, or the Church, who de- 
fende Toleration and Liberty of Conſcience ;, and this, my 
Lords, the Doctor does aſſert in ſo many words. It is 
ne of the mauy Marks he gives whereby we may diſcern 
who is a falſe Brother in thoſe reſpects; not a ſmall part 
of one general Mark, as was alledged very inconcluſively, 
I think, in his Defence. For if it was to be granted, 
(tho* it cannot be fairly pretended) that the Doctor makes 
the defending of Toleration and Liberty oft Conſcience, 
one Branch only of the Character of 2 falſe Brother; I 
do not fee how it cou'd make even a part of that Cha- 
raCter, if there was no falſe Brotherhood in it: And I 
ſhall not trouble my felt or your Lordſbips with going 
about to ſettle the degrees of falſe Brotherhood that are 
in this part of the Character, becauſe I think every de- 

rce of it is unreaſonable and not to be warranted. 

And therefore the Doctor cannot make it ſo much as 
a part of the Character of a falſe Brother to defend Tole- 
ration and Liberty of Conſcience, as it is confeſs'd that 
he does, but he muſt at the ſame time ſreggeſt and main- 
rain that the Toleration is unreaſonable, and the Allows 
ance of it unwarrantable. For it can never be Any de- 
gree of falſe Brotherhood, to defend what is reaſonable 
and warrantable : Nor wou'd even the Doctor, as incon- 
ſiſtent a Man as ſeveral of the Noble Lords that have 
ipoken for him repreſent him to be, ever have made it 
one; if he had not himſelf condemn'd that which he 
blames others for defending. 


The 


C37 -1 
The Second Inflance alledg'd is, that he calls Archbiſhop 
Grindal a Falſe Son of the Church, and a perfidious Pre- 
late, for deluding Queen Elizabeth into the Toleration of 
the Genevian Diſcipline. 1 ſhall nor, my Lords, go a- 
bout to add any thing to the full and juſt Vindication 
ou have heard of that Excellent Prelate. But can any 
of your Lordſhips believe, that a Presbyter of the Church 
of England, profeſſing more than ordinary Zeal for Epiſ- 
copacy and the Conſtitution of this Church; ſhould be- 
ſtow ſuch Language on one who was the firſt Biſhopand 
the Ornament of it fo long; only for diſpoſing that Glo- 
rious Queen to a mild Treatment of the Puritans of that 
Time, which is the utmoſt that is pretended to be laid 
to his Charge, if he had thought Toleration a reaſonable 
thing, or what was fit to be eſtabliſhed by Law? 
This, my Lords, I confeſs can never enter into my 
Thoughts, as ready as I am to enlarge them for the ad- 
mitting of any favourable Conſtruction that will not ſhut 


out common Senſe. 


The Third Inſtance is his making it the Duty of the Supe- 
rior Paſtors to thunder out their Eccleſiaſtical Anathema's 
againſtPerſons entitl d to the Benefits of the Toleration. And 
to ſhew that he has done this, I need only refer your 
Lordſhips to that part of his Sermon where the Superior 
Paſtors are call'd upon to do ſoz ( +72.) the Fourth and 
laſt General Head, where he draws the Conſequence of 
all that he had ſpoken before, in the following Words. 
* « Now what ſhould be the Reſult of this long Diſ- 
« courſe, but that if we bear any true Concern for the 
« Intereſt, Honour, and Safety of our Church and 
« Government, we ought ſtedfaſtly to adhere to thoſe 


% Fundamental Principles, upon which Both are Foun- 


c ded, and upon which their Security under God alone 
depends; and conſequently that it highly behoves 
« us, cautiouſly to Watch againſt, to Mark, and Avoid 
« All thoſe that thus Treacherouſly deſert them. And 
« indeed it wou'd be both for our Advintage, as well 
<« as their Credit, it ſuch Men wou'd throw off the 
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Mask, entirely quit our Church of which they are 
no True Members, and not fraudulently eat her 
Bread, and lay wait for her Ruin, purloin her Reve- 
nues, and ungrateſully lift up their Heels againſt Her. 
For then we ſhould be one Fold under one Shepherd; 
all thoſe Invidious Diſtinctious, that now Diſtract 
and Confound us, loſt; and we ſhou'd be terrible 
like an Army of Banners to our Enemies; who cou'd 
never break in upon ſuch an Uniform and Well-com- 
pacted 2 This indeed wou'd be a True Peace, 
and Solid Union, when wc ſhou'd all with one 
Mind and one Mouth glorihe God, and not with a 
confus'd diverſity of Contradictious Opinions, and in- 
conſiſtent Jargon of Worſhip, which the God of 
Peace, Purity, and Order cannot but abhor. As it is 
a Maxim in Politicks, that all Goveraments are beſt 
ſupported by the fame Methods and Councils upon 
which they are founded; fo it will appear undenia- 
bly True in its Application to our Conſtitution, which 
can be Maintain'd by no other Principles, bur thoſe 
on which it is-built, and like their Baſis, the Goſpel, 
if there's any Violation, or Breach made in any 
Branch of it, it ſhakes and endangers the whole Frame 
and Body. Theſe things however little they may be 
repreſented by our Adverſaries, will be found of the 
moſt conſiderable Conſequence. Let us therefore, as 
we are unhappy Sharers of St. Paul's Misfortune, to 
have our Church in Perils among Falfe Brethren, fol- 
low his Example and Conduct in a parallel Cafe. He 
tells us in his Epiſtle to the Galatians, c. 2. That he 
was ob{tructed and peſter'd in his preaching the Goſpel, 
by FALSE BRETHREN unawares brought in, who 


© came privily to {py out his Liberty, which he had in 


Chriſt Jeſus, that they might bring him inte Bondage: 
To whom he gave place by Subjection, no not for an 
Hour, that the Truth of the Goſpel might continue 
With the Church. Doubtleſs this brave and bold Re- 
ſolution did the Apoſtle take by the peculiar Command. 


& and Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt; and yet if our Diſ- 


ce ſenters had liv'd in thoſe Times, they wou'd have brand» 
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ed Him, as an Intemperate, Hot, Furious Zealot, that 
wanted to be {weeten'd by the gentle Spirit of Charity 
and Moderation forfooth. Schiim, and Faction, arc 
things of impudent and incroaching Natures, they 
thrive upon Conceſſions, take Permiſſion for Power, 
and advance a Toleration immediately to an Eftabliſy- 
ment. And are therefore to be treated like growing 

Miſchiefs, or infectious Plagues, kept at a diſtance, 
« leaft their deadly Contagion ſpreads. Let us there- 

fore have no Fellowſhip with zbſe Works of Dark- 
neſs, but rather reprove them. Let our Superior Pa- 
ſtors do their Duty in thundring out their Ecclefiatti- 
cal Anathema's, and let any Power on Earth dare re- 
ce yerſe a Sentence ratify'd in Heaven. | 

Can any thing, my Lords, be plainer than that rhe 
Diſſenters, and they o ly, are here ſpoken of? And what 
does the Doctor ſay in his own defence, to avoid it? His 
Words in his printed Speech are theſe: 

_« Schiſmaticks, my Lords, are not the only Perſons 
« againſt whom Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures may be denoun=- 
« ced: The Works of Darkreſs which | referr'd to as fit 
« to be reproved, in that part of my Sermon where I 
e ſpeak of theſe Cenſuſ es, are of the ſame kind with 
<« thoſe mentioned by the Apoſtle, whoſe Words I pro- 
ce duc'd; All Lewd and Immoral Practices, Ce. 

It is very true, my Lords, Schiſmaticks arc not the on- 
ly Perſons againſt whom Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures may be 
denounced, bur I muſt {tii] ſay they are the only Perſons 
referr'd to, in the Paragraph I have read to your Lord- 
ſhips; and therefore I own I am a good deal concern'd, 
to find the Doctor making ſo vain, ſo. unfincere a Ne- 
fence. For it is not Works of Darkne's in general he is 
cautioning againſt, but expreſly, by a Word of his own 
inſcrting, not the Apoſtle's, zboſe Works of Darkneſs 
mentioned immediately before; Schiſm and Faction, which 
with him go always together. 6 

Theſe are the Sins againſt which he calls upon his Su- 
perior Paſtors to thunder out their Fcclefiiſtical Anarthe- 
ma's; nor can the Charge be avoidcd by that Diſt ncti- 

on which was offer'd in his behalf, between a C enſure 
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purely Spiritual, and an Eccleſiaſtical Cenſure. For ad- 
mitting there is ground for that Diſtinction in a Scho- 
laſtical Conſideration of the general Queſtion of Chriſti- 
an Cenſures; yet there is no room to make uſe of it in 
this caſe, becauſe he calls expreſly for Ecclefiaſtical Ana- 
tbema's, which can be apply'd to none but ſuch as are 
part of the Order and I age of this Church. 

And it is certain, my Lords, that theſe Cenſures cannot, 
ſince the Act of Toleration, be inflicted upon Diſſenters, 
how much ſoever their Schiſm remains; becauſe it is ex- 

refly provided by an Act of Parliament, (an Act, my 
E of the whole Chriſtian Society, to which the Su- 
perior Paſtors were perſonally concurring, ) that they ſhall 
not be treated as Schiſmaticks in the way of thoſe Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Cenſures, to which their Separation would other- 
wiſe have certainly ſubjected them. 

And tho” I cannot undertake upon Memory to be very 
particular, yet I dare venture to ſay, there have ancient- 
ly been Relaxations of the Diſcipline of the Church, 
even when the Crime was thought to deſerve the Con- 
tinuance of it; for Publick Expedience, and better pre- 
ſerving the Peace of the Chriſtian World: And that in 
ſuch Caſes any Presbyter or Biſhop wou'd himſelf have 
been ccnſured, if he had not acquieſced in ſuch Relaxa- 
tions. | 

My Lords, aPresbyter of the Church of England, is the 
more obliged to acquieſce in all ſuch Relaxations amongſt 
us as are legally made, becauſe he has ſolemnly promiſed 
at his Ordination, that Ye will give his Faithful Diligence 
always ſo to mmiſter the Doctrine and Sacraments and the 
Diſcipline of Chriſt, as the Lord hath commanded, and as 
this Church and REA LM bath received the ſame. 

I havealready obſerved to your Lordſhips, how the Di- 
{cipline of the Church ſtands at preſent as to the Point 
in queſtion. And as the Relaxation of it in that particu- 
lar, was agreeable to that Temper which the Biſhops who 
petitioned King James, gave the Diſſenters ground to 
cxpcct: So I am verily perſwaded that the Church is ſo 
far from having been hurt by this Indulgence, that it has 
received Advantage as well as Credit, from that Mode- 
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ration which gave way to it. I could give ſeveral 
Inſtances of this within my own Obſervation, while I 
was Arch-Deacon, under a Reverend Prelate that fits 
now before me; and ſinte I have had the Honour to 
be on this Bench: In which Compaſs of Time ſeve- 
ral Men of Sobriety and Learning, bred up to be Mini- 
ſters amongſt the Diſſenters, have left the Separation, 
and upon due Tryal have been admitted to Orders in 
our Church; in which they have officiated with entire 
Conformity to our Rules, and to the Honour of our 
holy Religion. 

Theſe Inſtances have been ſo frequent and Remarka- 
ble, ſince the Diſſenters have been exempted from the 
Penalties of certain Laws, above what had been obſerv'd 
before; that I think it very ill becomes any Clergyman 
to preach againſt that Exemption, as the Doctor (not- 
withſtanding his Reſerve for Conſciences truly ſcrupulous) 
has donc; and to call upon his Superiors to act in con- 
tradiction to it. He ſhould have bare doing this, at 
leaſt out of regard to Her Majeſty, who had been gra- 
ciouſly pleas'd to declare from the Throne, that the 
would preſcrve the Toleration inviolable : A Reſolution 
I ſhall ever think it my Duty upon all proper Occaſions 
to expreſs my Approbation of, as Juſt and Wiſe and 
Charitable, and every way agrecable to the Spirit and Ge- 
nius of the Chriſtian Religion. 

[ ſhall not, my Lords, enter into the Enquiry of what 
Sentences are ratified in Heaven: But as one may ven- 
ture to ſay, that all that have been pronounced on Earth, 
are not ratify'd there; fo by all I have ſeen of the Do- 
ctor's Spirit in theſe Matters, IJ have great reaſon to fear, 
that if the Power of the Keys was in his Hands, it would 
often be very ſadly abuſed. 

However he has ſo good an Opinion of his own 
Spirit, as to pur his Superiors in mind of another Part 
of their Duty, immediately after that I have mention'd; 
and that is, to promote Men of Probity, Conſcience and Cou- 
rage, Without which he thinks they cannot be fir Mem- 
bers of the Church Militant; in which I can as little 
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agree with him as in the former Demand. For if I may 
Judge of the Probity, Conſcience, ard Courage he 
thinks fo deſerving, by what appcars in his Sermon, 
compar'd with his Speech to Your Lordſhips; I can- 
not think them Qualifications for a Miniſter of the Church 
of Chriſt in any reſpect; and I hope I ſhall be fo hap- 
Py as to find all the Reverend Prelates with whom 1 
have the Honour to fir, agreeing with me in this. 

Burt tho' I hope ſuch a Conduct will never recommend 
any Perſon to Favour ; yet I do not defire that even that 
which 1 heartily blame, ſhou'd be punithed to much as 
I think it deicrves. And tho' He who pleads ſo warm- 
ly for wholeſome Severities toward thoſe who differ from 
him, has the leaſt Title ro Your Lordihips Compaſſion 
Yet I hope he will find it as far as the juſt Concern you 
have for the Publick Tranquility will allow you to 
{NCcW it. | 

This I fay from that which I bleſs God is the natural 
Temper of my Mind, and not from the Care that has been 
taken by ſome to intimidate as far as they couid, thoſe 
who were to have the. Cognizance of the Doctor's 
Cauſe, and were not thought to be favourable to it. 

| thail not rake upon me to charge the Doctor or 
any of his particular Friends with this Practice, as great 
a 'Fempration as one is under to do fo from ſeveral Cir- 
cumitavces. And it is not the leaſt, that occurs in his 
Prayers, which he has publiſhed upon this Occaſion, to 
repreſent not ſo much to God as to the World, that he 
is under Perſecution, when he is proſecuted for offend- 
ing againſt the Law by thoſe who in common Juſtice 
ouzhr ro be thought the faireſt Accuſers; and before 
Your Lordſhips, who are juſtly acknowledged to be the 
moſt imparrial Judges. 

However I will never believe, till T cannot avoid it, 
that any Members of the Church of England who have 
acknowledged the Government, much leſs any Clergy- 
man who has ſo often profefs'd his Obedi-nce to it 
in Church and State, ſhou'd have been any way acceſ- 
fory to thole Threatnings that have been given out, 
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particularly againſt ſuch Biſhops as ſhould happen to con- 
demn the Doctor's Proceedings. 

As far, my Lords, as I have ſeen of this Cauſe, I am 
likely to be one of thoſe Biſhops z- and tho' I do not 
pretend to any great Share of Courage, I am very tree 
to declare to Your Lordſhips, that I am in no Compari- 
ſon ſo apprehenſive of what may befal my ſelf for con- 
demning this Perſon, as I am of what will probably 
befal the Publick if Your Lordſhips ſhould not con- 
demn him. | 

But that is in Your Lordſhips Judgment, to which I 
humbly ſubmir it : And only beg Pardon for having 
detain'd Your Lordſhips ſo long in giving my Reaſons 
why I rhink the Commons have made good this Second 
Part of their Charge. 


